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In this image from video, Secretary of Defense Mark Esper talks to the press on Iran and Iraq, 
Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2020, at the Pentagon in Washington. 

Associated Press

Esper has seen no 
hard evidence for 
embassies' threat claim
By ROBERT BURNS
 AP National Security Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — De-
fense Secretary Mark Esper 
explicitly said Sunday that 
he had seen no hard evi-
dence that four American 
embassies had been under 
possible threat when Presi-
dent Donald Trump author-
ized the targeting of Iran's 
top commander, raising 
questions about the scale 
of the threat described by 
Trump last week.
As the administration strug-

gled with its justification for 
the drone strike that killed 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, 
Esper and other officials 
tried to refocus attention 
on voices of dissent in Iran. 
Esper said street protests 
in Tehran show the Iranian 
people are hungry for a 
more accountable govern-
ment after leaders denied, 
then admitted shooting 
down a Ukrainian passen-
ger plane. 
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In this Friday, Jan. 10, 2020 photo, Jefferson County Sheriff Mark 
Pettway speaks in a cell at the old county jail in Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Associated Press

Alabama county to preserve jail 
remnant where MLK was held
By JAY REEVES 
Associated Press
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) 
— An Alabama county is 
preserving what's left of 
the lockup where officials 
say Martin Luther King Jr. 
served his final time behind 
bars just months before his 
assassination.
Jefferson County commis-
sioners unanimously ap-
proved a resolution Thurs-

day to memorialize and 
preserve an area on the 
seventh floor of the county 
courthouse that used to be 
a jail. Much of the floor is 
now used for storage and 
mechanical equipment.
Sheriff Mark Pettway said 
the civil rights leader was 
held on the floor in 1967, 
when he served three days 
for contempt after losing 
an appeal on his convic-
tion for demonstrating with-
out a permit years earlier. 
A timeline  produced with 
the help of the King estate 
cites the stint as King's last 
time in jail. King was assas-
sinated about five months 
later in Memphis, Tennes-
see.  A small area including 
two pale-green cells, an 
isolation chamber, a show-
er and mechanical equip-
ment are all that remain 
from the old jail. The county 
doesn't know whether King 
was held in that exact sec-
tion or another section that 
has since been removed. 
But commission member 
Lashunda Roberts-Scales 
said it was important to 
preserve what's left of the 
jail regardless since King 

was there. The community 
needs to "recognize it past 
mistakes" to move forward, 
she said. "We believe that 
the public should have the 
right, for educational pur-
poses, to know about King's 
last movements before he 
was assassinated. That's 
very important to us," said 
Roberts-Scales. The county 
plans to convert the area 
into a tourist attraction that 
could open soon, she said.
An old jail log that includes 
King's name and that of his 
brother, A.D. King, hangs 
in a conference room at 
the office of Pettway, the 
first black sheriff in Jeffer-
son County.  Pettway said 
he first saw the old jail af-
ter joining the department 
as an officer in 1999 but 
didn't realize its connec-
tion to King until a worker 
showed him the booking 
record recently. He called 
the jail remnants a "hidden 
treasure" that was largely 
forgotten. "The last time he 
was arrested, the last time 
he was housed in a jail, it 
was in the county jail here 
in Jefferson County," said 
Pettway.q
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Recovery begins after storms that  kill 11 in Midwest, South
By The Associated Press un-
defined
Thousands remained with-
out electrical power Sun-
day morning after week-
end storms ravaged parts 
of the Southeast and Mid-
west, causing 11 deaths, 
overturning cars, uprooting 
trees and reducing build-
ings to rubble. 
The National Weather Ser-
vice says it was a tornado 
packing winds of at least 
134 mph (215 kph) that hit 
Alabama's Pickens County 
on Saturday, killing three. 
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey 
praised the state's first re-
sponders Sunday in a state-

ment expressing grief over 
the loss of life.  In northwest-
ern Louisiana, three deaths 
were blamed on high winds. 
A man in his bed in Oil City, 
Louisiana, was crushed to 
death by a tree that fell on 
his home early Saturday. 
A couple in nearby Bossier 
Parish were killed when the 
storms demolished their 
mobile home. The National 
Weather Service said a tor-
nado with 135 mph winds 
hit the area. 
Icy road conditions were 
blamed for Saturday 
deaths in Lubbock, Texas, 
where two first respond-
ers were killed when they 

were hit by a vehicle at the 
scene of a traffic accident; 
and in Iowa, where a semi-
trailer on Interstate 80 over-
turned, killing a passenger. 
Near Kiowa, Oklahoma, a 
man drowned after he was 
swept away by floodwa-
ters, the Oklahoma High-
way Patrol said. 
High winds and icy weath-
er were factors in power 
outages affecting tens of 
thousands of people in the 
South and the Northeast. 
The PowerOutage.US web-
site, which tracks outages, 
reported more than 40,000 
outages in New York. More 
than 28,000 were without 

power in the Carolinas on 
Sunday morning. 
Entergy Corporation, said 
its subsidiaries serving Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Texas 
and Mississippi had more 
than 30,000 customers with-
out power Sunday morn-
ing, most in Mississippi and 
Arkansas. That was down 
from a peak of 134,000 out-
ages in the entire Entergy 
system.  While most were 
expected to be restored 
later in the day, some in 
areas of Arkansas and Mis-
sissippi with extensive dam-
age might take longer, 
said spokeswoman Lee 
Sabatini.q

City of Greenville, Miss., trucks 
and employees, work to clean 
up debris from a storm along 
Main Street, Saturday, Jan. 11, 
2020, in Greenville, Miss. 

Associated Press
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threat claim
continued from Front

The plane was downed 
shortly after Iran launches 
strikes against US bases in 
Iraq in retaliation for Solei-
mani's killing. 
"You can see the Iranian 
people are standing up 
and asserting their rights, 
their aspirations for a bet-
ter government — a differ-
ent regime," Esper said. He 
appeared on two Sunday 
news shows while national 
security adviser, Robert 
O'Brien, was interviewed on 
three others — pressing the 
White House's campaign to 
bring "maximum pressure" 
on Tehran to change its be-
havior.
O'Brien suggested the 
United States sees this mo-
ment as an opportunity to 
further intensify pressure on 
Iran's leaders, with whom 
the U.S. has been at odds 
for four decades. Iran's 
leaders already are under 
enormous strain from eco-
nomic sanctions that have 
virtually strangled Iran's 
main source of income — 
oil exports.
Trump himself is under 
great pressure as he faces 

an expected impeach-
ment trial in the Senate. 
Many in Congress also are 
upset over his handling of 
Iran, complaining that the 
administration did not con-
sult them in advance of the 
Jan. 3 strike that killed Iran's 
most powerful general, nor 
adequately brief members 
afterward. Trump compli-
cated the debate by as-
serting on Fox News that 
he had to strike quickly be-
cause intelligence showed 
Iran could have attacked 
four American embassies.
Both Esper and O'Brien 
said they agreed that Iran 
might have hit more than 
just the U.S. Embassy in the 
Iraqi capital. But Esper, 
when asked whether there 
was a specific piece of evi-
dence, replied: "I didn't see 
one with regard to four em-
bassies.'' And in response to 
a question about whether 
Trump was "embellishing'' 
the threat, Esper said, "I 
don't believe so."
After the U.S. killed Solei-
mani in Baghdad, it ap-
peared the backlash in Iran 
and elsewhere had helped 
Tehran by shifting the fo-
cus away from its internal 

problems. The strike also 
seemed to divert attention 
away from domestic unrest 
in Iraq over government 
corruption, and it intensi-
fied efforts by Iraqi politi-
cians to expel American 
and other foreign forces.
But the shootdown of the 
Ukrainian plane on the 
night of the Soleimani 
strike, killing all 176 people 
aboard, opened a new 
avenue of pressure for the 
Trump administration.
"This was a regime that's 
reeling from maximum 
pressure, they're reeling 
from their incompetence 
in this situation and the 
people of Iran are just fed 
up with it," he said, adding 
that regime change is not 
U.S. policy.
"The people of Iran are 
going to hopefully have 
the ability at some point 
to elect their own gov-
ernment and to be gov-
erned by the leaders they 
choose," O'Brien said.
In Tehran, Iran's security 
forces deployed in large 
numbers on Sunday. Dem-
onstrators defied the heavy 
police presence to pro-
test their country's days of 

denials that it shot down 
the Ukrainian plane. Vid-
eos posted online showed 
protesters shouting anti-
government slogans and 
moving through subway 
stations and sidewalks.
Earlier Sunday, Trump 
tweeted his support for the 
Iranian protesters.
"To the leaders of Iran - DO 
NOT KILL YOUR PROTEST-
ERS," Trump wrote on Twit-
ter Sunday morning. "Thou-
sands have already been 
killed or imprisoned by you, 
and the World is watch-
ing. More importantly, the 
USA is watching. Turn your 
internet back on and let re-
porters roam free! Stop the 
killing of your great Iranian 
people!
Esper said Iran deserves 
credit for taking responsibil-
ity for the shootdown.
"My hunch is it was an ac-
cident," he said, adding 
that although Iranian gov-
ernment officials initially 
blamed American propa-
ganda, they ultimately "did 
the right thing by admitting 
it." He said they need to al-
low a full investigation.
The Ukrainian plane crash 
early Wednesday killed 
all 176 people on board, 
mostly Iranians and Iranian-
Canadians. After initially 
pointing to a technical fail-
ure and insisting the armed 
forces were not to blame, 
Iranian authorities on Sat-
urday admitted to acci-
dentally shooting it down 
with its air defenses. That 
acknowledgement came 
in the face of mounting ac-
cusations by Western lead-
ers.
Iran downed the Ukrainian 
flight as Tehran braced for 
retaliation after firing bal-
listic missiles at two bases 
in Iraq housing U.S. forces. 
The ballistic missile attack, 

which caused no casual-
ties, was a response to the 
killing of Gen. Qassem Sole-
imani, Iran's top general, in 
a U.S. drone strike in Bagh-
dad.
Iranians have expressed 
anger over the downing 
of the Ukrainian flight and 
the misleading explana-
tions from senior officials in 
the immediate aftermath. 
Later the government took 
the blame for the shoot-
down, saying it was caused 
by human error.
Reviewing the dramatic 
sequence of events that 
preceded the downing 
of the Ukrainian jetliner 
Wednesday, Esper justified 
the U.S. killing of Soleimani 
as an act of self defense, 
and he said the U.S. fore-
sees no more Iranian mili-
tary attacks in retaliation 
for that. Even so, the leader 
of the Lebanese militant 
group Hezbollah, which is 
closely aligned with Iran, 
said Sunday that Iran's mis-
sile attacks on two bases in 
Iraq housing U.S. forces last 
week were only the start of 
the retaliation.
Democratic Sen. Chris 
Coons of Delaware, a 
member of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, 
said he was concerned 
that "Iran has lots of ways 
that they can take action 
against us, both overt and 
covert, and I don't think 
they're done trying to seek 
revenge.''
Esper spoke hopefully of 
getting the NATO alliance 
more involved in Iraq to 
help train Iraqi security forc-
es. He said this could allow 
him to reduce the number 
of American troops in Iraq, 
currently numbering more 
than 5,200, but he did not 
say any reduction was in 
the works yet.q

in this Jan. 8, 2020, photo, national security adviser robert O'Brien, 
listens as President Donald trump addresses the nation from the 
White house on the ballistic missile strike that iran launched 
against iraqi air bases housing U.S. troops in Washington. 

associated Press
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Not on form, but brawl over citizenship question continues
By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press
 The  U.S. Supreme Court 
decided a citizenship ques-
tion won't be on this spring's 
census form, but that 
doesn't mean the fight over 
it has ended in courtrooms 
across the country.
In Maryland, civil rights 
groups are trying to block 
an order from President 
Donald Trump to gather 
citizenship data through 
administrative records. In 
New York, other civil rights 
groups are seeking sanc-
tions against Trump admin-
istration attorneys for not 
turning over documents 
related to the citizenship 
question's origins. Demo-
cratic lawmakers in the Dis-
trict of Columbia are fight-
ing for similar documents, 
and Alabama officials are 
suing the Census Bureau 
to keep immigrants living 
in the country illegally from 
being counted during the 
process that determines 
the number of congressio-
nal seats each state gets.
All of the lawsuits touch 
on whether the number of 
citizens, instead of the to-
tal population, will be used 
for redistricting or appor-
tionment — the process of 
divvying up congressional 
seats among the states af-
ter the 2020 census. Oppo-
nents say doing so would 
dilute the influence of mi-
norities and Democrats, 
which they argue was the 
true intent of the Trump ad-
ministration's desire to add 
a citizenship question in the 
first place.
The U.S. Constitution speci-
fies that congressional dis-
tricts should be based on 
how many people — not 
citizens — live there. But 
the legal requirements are 

murkier for state legisla-
tive districts. "The country 
is changing demographi-
cally, and people in power 
believe that the only way 
to stay in power is to disad-
vantage minority voters," 
said Andrea Senteno, an 
attorney for the Mexican 
American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, one 
of the civil rights groups that 
sued Trump in the Maryland 
case. "What we're seeing 
now is a reflection of that. 
It's really about political 
power in the long term."
Supporters of the question 
say the U.S. should know 
how many citizens there 
are.
"It's important for us as a 
country to know how many 
people are citizens," U.S. 
Rep. Jody Hice, a Republi-
can from Georgia, said last 
week during a congressio-
nal hearing.
Last June, the U.S. Supreme 

Court blocked the Trump 
administration from add-
ing a citizenship question 
to the 2020 census. The ad-
ministration had said the 
question was being added 
to aid in enforcement of a 
law that protects minority 
voters' access to the bal-
lot box. But the high court 
said the administration's 
justification for the question 
"seems to have been con-
trived." 
Opponents argued it would 
intimidate immigrants, His-
panics and others from 
participating in the once-
a-decade head count that 
determines how $1.5 trillion 
in federal spending is allo-
cated and how many con-
gressional seats each state 
gets.
House Democrats investi-
gating the citizenship ques-
tion's origins said a Trump 
transition adviser was in 
contact with an influen-

tial Republican redistrict-
ing guru, Thomas Hofeller, 
when the citizenship ques-
tion was being drafted in 
2017. Hofeller, who died in 
2018, advocated using vot-
ing-age citizens, instead of 
the total population, as the 
population base for redis-
tricting. In documents that 
surfaced after his death, he 
acknowledged his intent 
was to help Republicans 
and non-Hispanic whites.
In the District of Columbia, 
Democratic lawmakers 
sued Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross and Attorney 
General William Barr for 
refusing to provide infor-
mation for their investiga-
tion. The lawmakers say 
they need documents be-
ing withheld to determine 
whether Congress should 
take emergency action 
to protect the census from 
partisan political interfer-
ence. In New York, civil 

rights groups that helped 
win the Supreme Court 
case are seeking sanc-
tions against Trump admin-
istration attorneys, saying 
they hid Hofeller's role in 
concocting the citizenship 
question. 
After the Supreme Court 
blocked the question, 
Trump issued an executive 
order for the Census Bureau 
to gather citizenship infor-
mation through administra-
tive records from federal 
agencies and the 50 states. 
Gathering the citizenship 
data would give the states 
the option to design dis-
tricts using voter-age citi-
zen numbers instead of the 
total population, Trump 
said in his July order. A short 
time later, civil rights groups 
sued in federal court in 
Maryland, claiming the 
citizenship-data gathering 
was motivated by "a racial-
ly discriminatory scheme" to 
reduce the political power 
of Latinos and increase the 
representation of non-Lati-
no whites."
The civil rights groups said in 
court papers last week that 
members of the Trump ad-
ministration "conspired to 
reduce the political power 
of people of color" by fol-
lowing Hofeller's recom-
mendation. 
In Alabama, state offi-
cials and Republican U.S. 
Congressman Mo Brooks 
sued the Census Bureau 
to exclude people in the 
country illegally from being 
counted when determin-
ing congressional seats for 
each state. Their 2018 law-
suit claims Alabama stands 
to lose a seat if people liv-
ing in the country illegally 
are included, diluting the 
state's representation in the 
Electoral College.q

In this April 23, 2019 file photo, immigration activists rally outside the Supreme Court as the justices 
hear arguments over the Trump administration's plan to ask about citizenship on the 2020 census, 
in Washington. 

Associated Press
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Suit over Border 
Patrol detention 
conditions goes to trial
By ASTRID GALVAN 
The Associated Press
PHOENIX (AP) — A years-
old lawsuit challenging 
detention conditions in sev-
eral of the Border Patrol's 
Arizona stations will go to 
trial Monday as the agen-
cy as a whole has come 
under fire following several 
migrant deaths.
The lawsuit filed in 2015 ap-
plies to eight Border Patrol 
facilities in Arizona where 
attorneys say migrants are 
held in unsafe and inhu-
mane conditions. 
A preliminary injunction 
granted by U.S. District 
Court Judge David C. Bury 
in 2016 already requires the 
Tucson Sector to provide 
clean mats and thin blan-
kets to migrants held for 
longer than 12 hours and 
to allow them to wash or 

clean themselves. But ad-
vocates say the Border Pa-
trol still holds immigrants for 
prolonged periods in filthy 
and freezing conditions. 
Although the lawsuit pre-
dates last year's surge in 
immigrant arrivals at the 
southern border, it illustrates 
the some of the challenges 
posed when migrants are 
detained, especially if they 
are children. 
Nearly 852,000 people — 
largely families with kids — 
were apprehended last fis-
cal year. 
This prompted cries of a cri-
sis at the border from gov-
ernment officials looking 
to stem the numbers and 
widespread allegations of 
subpar conditions in Border 
Patrol facilities that are de-
signed for short-term stays 
for adults. 

Photos from 2015 that were 
evidence in the case show 
men jammed together un-
der an aluminum blanket 
and a woman using a con-
crete floor littered with trash 
to change a baby's diaper. 

Others showed rusty toilets, 
dirty toilet paper on the 
floor and a malfunctioning 
water fountain. 
"We're talking about ensur-
ing that the government 
is meeting constitutional 

standards when it comes 
to the detention of people 
in these facilities," said Vic-
toria López, advocacy and 
legal director for the ACLU 
of Arizona, one of the orga-
nizations that sued. q

In this Aug. 9, 2012, file photo, suspected illegal immigrants are transferred out of the holding area 
after being processed at the Tucson Sector of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection headquarters 
in Tucson, Ariz.  

Associated Press 

California sends earthquake response 
experts to Puerto Rico

In this July 6, 2019, file photo provided by the Cal OES, Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services, California Gov. Gavin Newson, 
far left, Mark Ghilarducci, Cal OES director, sitting third from left, 
and other city officials discuss the goals and strategy for days 
and weeks ahead in Ridgecrest, Calif.

Associated Press

Associated Press undefined
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California is sending 31 
disaster specialists to Puer-
to Rico after a magnitude 
5.9 earthquake struck the 
island's southern coast on 
Saturday, the latest in a se-
ries of quakes over the past 
week that have toppled 
homes and schools and left 
more than 4,000 people in 
shelters.

Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
the deployment comes in 
response to the Puerto Ri-
can government's request 
for assistance.
The Governor's Office of 
Emergency Services says in 
a statement that the team 
will depart from Sacra-
mento on Sunday and will 
spend 16 days working with 
emergency management 
and public safety officials 

there. The group consists 
of experts in incident and 
emergency management, 
engineering and safety as-
sessment, planning, public 
information, debris man-
agement and crisis coun-
seling.
Earlier this week, Newsom 
approved the deployment 
of four firefighters to assist 
with search and rescue 
operations.q
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Pistol permit applications 
rise in New York 
community after attack
MONSEY, N.Y. (AP) — The 
number of residents seek-
ing to own handguns has 
risen sharply in a New York 
community shaken last 
month by a machete at-
tack that injured five men 
during a Hanukkah cele-
bration. The Journal News 
reports 73 pistol permit ap-
plications have been filed 
with the Rockland County 
Clerk's Office since the 
Dec. 28 attack at a rabbi's 
home in Monsey, a ham-
let in the town of Ramapo 
northwest of New York City. 
That compares to 51 appli-
cations the office received 
during the eight weeks pri-
or to the stabbing, County 
Clerk Paul Piperato told the 
newspaper.
Sixty-eight of the new ap-
plications came from Ra-
mapo residents, including 
31 from Monsey. 
"It's definitely because of 
this incident," Piperato told 
the newspaper, referring to 

the attack. "In some way, 
shape or form, they want 
to defend themselves."
Chief William Barbera of 
the Rockland County Sher-
iff's Department says an ap-
plication is the first step in a 
months-long process. Ap-
plicants are required to be 
fingerprinted and undergo 
a background check and 
firearms training before the 
paperwork is submitted to 
a licensing officer. 
An academy run by veter-
ans of the Israeli Defense 
Forces has been providing 
weapons training in Rama-
po's synagogues since the 
machete attack, The Jour-
nal News reports. Its trainers 
have been advising Jewish 
residents to seek unrestrict-
ed pistol permits. 
"The goal is to be able to 
carry at synagogue and 
not to just possess at home 
and take to the range," 
said Yonatan Stern, the 
academy's director.q

12 shot, five dead, 
in single day of 
shootings in B’more
BALTIMORE (AP) — Authori-
ties say 12 people were 
shot, five of them fatally, in 
eight separate weekend 
shootings in Baltimore.
The first of Saturday's shoot-
ings was reported at about 
2:30 a.m. and involved 
three female victims, all 
found with apparent gun-
shot wounds in a car in a 
northeastern section of the 
city. One victim, a 28-year-
old woman, died shortly af-
ter arriving at a hospital.
A few hours later, police re-
sponding to a shooting in 
southeast Baltimore found 
a 46-year-old man with a 
gunshot wound to the leg. 
Then, a second shooting 
victim, a 40-year-old man, 
walked into a hospital seek-
ing treatment for a gunshot 
wound to his leg.
Shortly after 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, police found a man 
fatally shot in southeast Bal-
timore. That was followed 

less than half an hour later 
by a shooting in central Bal-
timore that left a 37-year-
old man wounded.
A 38-year-old man was 
found with a gunshot 
wound around 7 p.m. Satur-
day in northeast Baltimore. 
A shooting in southwest Bal-
timore about an hour later 
left one man wounded 
and another dead. More 
gunfire a few minutes later 
in northeast Baltimore left 
a 37-year-old man fatally 
wounded. Saturday's vio-
lence ended shortly be-
fore 11 p.m., when officers 
found a 24-year-old man 
fatally wounded in north-
west Baltimore. The city 
recorded 348 homicides 
last year, its fifth consecu-
tive year with more than 
300 murders and the most 
violent year ever on a per-
capita basis. 
City council president Bran-
don Scott, a Democrat 

running for mayor, issued 
a statement Sunday con-
demning the violence.
"A day that should have 
been met with pride and 
community was once 
again flooded with vio-
lence and loss," Scott 
wrote, an apparent refer-
ence to an NFL divisional 
playoff game hosted by 

the Baltimore Ravens on 
Saturday night. "This vio-
lence is heartbreaking and 
must stop now," added 
Scott, who said he plans to 
question Baltimore's police 
commissioner and other 
agency heads about what 
they were doing in the af-
fected communities before 
and after the shootings.q

In this Feb. 11, 2019, photo, Michael Harrison, center, acting 
commissioner of the Baltimore Police Department, speaks at an 
introductory news conference in Baltimore. 

Associated Press
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Canadian officials accidentally 
push nuke alert to millions
By ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press
TORONTO (AP) — People 
throughout the Canadian 
province of Ontario awoke 
Sunday to a cellphone 
alert warning them of an 
"incident" at a nuclear 
plant just east of Toronto 
— only to later be told the 
message was a mistake.
The message, which was 
transmitted throughout 

the nation's most populous 
province, was accompa-
nied by a shrill emergency 
broadcast noise. It said an 
unspecified event had oc-
curred at the Pickering Nu-
clear Generating Station. 
There was no abnormal 
release of radioactivity, it 
added, and people did 
not need to take protec-
tive action.
More than an hour later, 
utility officials sent another 
message saying the alert 
"was sent in error" and that 
there was "no danger to 
the public or environment."
"No further action is re-
quired," said the message, 
which was also sent to tele-
vision screens.
The alert went out during 
a routine training exercise 
being conducted by the 
Provincial Emergency Op-
erations Centre, Ontario 
Solicitor General Sylvia 
Jones said in a statement 
that apologized for the mis-
take.
She said the government 
had started a full investiga-
tion and would "take the 
appropriate steps to ensure 
this doesn't happen again."
Jim Vlahos, a 44-year-old 
Toronto man, awoke to 
the alert and quickly made 
a hotel reservation more 
than 60 miles away in Niag-
ara Falls. He said he figured 
he would go as far west as 
possible and then cross the 
border.
"Having watched 'Cher-
nobyl' didn't help," he said, 
referring to the HBO show 
about the 1986 nuclear di-
saster in the Soviet Union. 
"The lack of communica-
tion following the alert 
didn't help either," he said.
"I have no problem leav-
ing my phone on for these 
types of alerts," Vlahos said. 
"But I would expect some 
more info from the govern-
ment so I wouldn't have to 

overreact the way I did."
Many people slept through 
the first alert and saw it was 
a false alarm by the time 
they woke up.
Jonathan Davies, also 44, 
was taken aback when 
he spotted the alert while 
driving. But he waited until 
after he picked up his Tim 
Hortons coffee to check 
the news.
"I can't cope with much un-
til I have my coffee, at least 
a few sips," he said. "I got 
scared and went online 
but found no information." 
He later saw the the follow-
up alert that indicated it 
was a false alarm.
Pickering Mayor Dave Ryan 
said he was "very troubled" 
by the message. He said 
on Twitter that he spoke to 
provincial officials and de-
manded an investigation.
Toronto Mayor John Tory 
joined him, tweeting that 
there were "far too many 
unanswered questions" 
about the warning that was 
sent across the province of 
14 million people.
"When we have continu-
ous problems in these sys-
tems, then we have a lack 
of trust and people begin 
to ignore them. So that's 
the biggest fallout from this 
scenario," he said.
The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security's in-
spector general recom-
mended changes to the 
emergency alert system 
in the United States after 
Hawaii officials in 2018 mis-
takenly warned the public 
about a nonexistent in-
coming ballistic missile. An 
employee at the Hawaii 
Emergency Management 
Agency sent the missile 
alert to cellphones and 
broadcasters, triggering 
panic until the agency sent 
another message 38 min-
utes later notifying people 
it was a false alarm.q

An emergency alert issued by the Canadian province of On-
tario reporting an unspecified “incident” at a nuclear plant is 
shown on a smartphone Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. 
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Volcano erupts near Manila; 
villagers flee, airports shut
By AARON FAVILA and JIM 
GOMEZ 
Associated Press
TAGAYTAY, Philippines (AP) 
— A small volcano near 
the Philippine capital that 
draws tourists for its pic-
turesque setting in a lake 
erupted with a massive 
plume of ash and steam 
Sunday, prompting the 
evacuation of tens of thou-
sands of people and forc-
ing Manila's international 
airport to shut down.
The Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismol-
ogy said Taal Volcano in 
Batangas province south of 
Manila blasted steam, ash 
and pebbles up to 10 to 
15 kilometers (6 to 9 miles) 
into the sky in a dramatic 
escalation of its growing 
restiveness, which began 
last year. The volcanology 
institute raised the danger 
level around Taal three 
notches on Sunday to level 
4, indicating "a hazardous 
eruption may happen with-
in hours or days," said Re-
nato Solidum, who heads 
the volcanology institute. 
Level 5, the highest, means 
a hazardous eruption is un-
derway and could affect a 
larger area.
There were no immediate 
reports of injuries or dam-
age, but authorities scram-
bled to evacuate more 
than 6,000 villagers from 
an island in the middle of 
a lake, where the volcano 
lies, and tens of thousands 
more from nearby coastal 
towns, officials said. About 
300,000 people were tar-
geted to be moved to 
safety in Batangas over-
night and in the next few 
days. 
"We have asked people 
in high-risk areas, includ-
ing the volcano island, to 
evacuate now ahead of 
a possible hazardous erup-
tion," Solidum said.

Renelyn Bautista, a 38-year-
old housewife who was 
among thousands of resi-
dents who fled from Batan-
gas province's Laurel town, 
said she hitched a ride to 
safety from her home with 
her two children, includ-
ing a 4-month-old baby, 
after Taal erupted and the 
ground shook mildly.
"We hurriedly evacuated 
when the air turned muddy 
because of the ashfall and 
it started to smell like gun-
powder," Bautista said by 
phone.
Fallen ash covered the run-
ways at Manila's interna-
tional airport Sunday night. 
All departing and arriving 
international and domes-
tic flights were suspended 
"due to volcanic ash in the 
vicinity of the airport" and 
nearby air routes, the Civil 
Aviation Authority of the 
Philippines said.
Aviation officials also or-
dered the closure of Clark 
International Airport north 
of the capital after ash fell 
in the area. Authorities said 
they were considering di-
verting flights to unaffect-
ed airports outside Manila.
Norwegian Tonny Roger, 
who had flown to the Phil-
ippines to visit his wife, said 
he wasn't happy that his 
flight back to Norway was 
canceled, but he thought 
of the bright side.
"Well, I can see her more. I 
will go back to her now," he 
told The Associated Press at 
Manila's international air-
port.
The volcanology institute 
reminded the public that 
the small island where the 
volcano lies is a "permanent 
danger zone," although 
fishing villages have exist-
ed there for years. It asked 
nearby coastal communi-
ties "to take precautionary 
measures and be vigilant 
of possible lake water dis-

turbances related to the 
ongoing unrest."
Heavy to light ashfall was 
reported in towns and 
cities several kilometers 
(miles) from the volcano, 
and officials advised resi-
dents to stay indoors and 
don masks and goggles 
for safety. Motorists were 
hampered by poor visibil-
ity, which was worsened by 
rainy weather.q

Lightning strikes beside the ash cloud as Taal Volcano erupts 
Sunday Jan. 12, 2020, in Tagaytay, Cavite province, outside 
Manila, Philippines. 
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Australia turns from defense to offense in wildfire battle
By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press
BODALLA, Australia (AP) 
— Crews battling Austra-
lia's wildfires said Sunday 
that they have been able 
to turn from defense to of-
fense for the first time in 
weeks thanks to a break in 
the weather.
Dale McLean, who is help-
ing manage the response 
to a fire near the town 
of Bodalla in New South 
Wales state, was part of 
team that was bulldozing 
down small trees and burn-
ing scrub ahead of the 
fire's projected path to try 
to stop it from reaching a 
major highway by starving 
it of fuel.
"This fire took a major run 
about seven or eight days 
ago, and with the weather 
changing now, the weath-
er settling down, the fire has 
settled down," he said. "The 
fire behavior has changed. 
So we're able to get in front 
of the fire now, get on the 
offensive."
Other workers echoed 
McLean's comments, say-
ing cooler temperatures 
and mild winds have finally 
offered them a chance to 

make progress. The weath-
er is expected to remain 
benign for the next week, 
although any deteriora-
tion in conditions after that 

could see the wildfires flare 
up again.
While battling the blazes, 
volunteer firefighting veter-
an Mick Stain found some 
moth larvae, or "witchetty 
grubs," and turned them 
into what's known in Austra-
lia as bush tucker by roast-
ing them directly on the 
fire's burning coals.
"Bit creamy and nutty, but 
they're all right," Stain said. 
"They're not spew-worthy, 
so they're pretty good."
Meanwhile, U.S. tennis star 
Serena Williams donated 
her $43,000 winner's check 
from New Zealand's ASB 
Classic to the fundraising 
appeal for victims of the 
wildfires, joining many other 
tennis stars to pledge mon-
ey, including Ash Barty, 
Nick Kygrios, Novak Djokov-
ic and Maria Sharapova.
Also on Sunday, news 
came that another fire-
fighter had been killed. Bill 
Slade — one of the few 
professionals among main-
ly volunteer brigades bat-
tling blazes across south-
east Australia — died after 
being hit by a falling tree 
on Saturday near Omeo 
in eastern Victoria state, 
Forest Fire Management 
Victoria Executive Director 
Chris Hardman said.

The 60-year-old married 
father of two was com-
mended in November for 
40 years of service with the 
forestry agency.
"Although we do have 
enormous experience in 
identifying hazardous trees, 
sometimes these tree fail-
ures can't be predicted," 
Hardman said. "Working on 
the fire ground in a forest 
environment is a dynamic, 
high-risk environment and 
it carries with it significant 
risk."  The tragedy brings the 
death toll to at least 27 in 
a crisis that has destroyed 
more than 2,000 homes 
and scorched an area 
larger than the U.S. state of 
Indiana since September. 
Four of the casualties have 
been firefighters.
The crisis has brought accu-
sations that Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison's conserva-
tive government needs to 
take more action to coun-
ter climate change, which 
experts say has worsened 
the blazes. Thousands of 
protesters rallied Friday in 
Sydney and Melbourne, 
calling for Morrison to be 
fired and for Australia to 
take tougher action on 
global warming.
The prime minister said Sun-
day that his government 

was building resilience to 
the fire danger posed by 
climate change.
He said the government 
was developing a nation-
al disaster risk reduction 
framework within the De-
partment of Home Affairs 
that will deal with wild-
fires, cyclones, floods and 
drought. 
"This is a longer-term risk 
framework model which 
deals with one of the big 
issues in response to the 
climate changing," Mor-
rison said. He said his gov-
ernment accepted that 
climate change was lead-
ing to longer, hotter and 
drier summers, despite 
junior government law-
maker George Christensen 
posting on social media 
over the weekend that 
the cause of the latest fires 
was arson rather than man-
made climate change. 
Another junior lawmaker, 
Craig Kelly, has also public-
ly denied any link between 
climate change and fire 
crisis. State authorities have 
said a minority of fires are 
deliberately lit.
"The government's policy 
is set by the Cabinet. Our 
party room has a broad 
range of views," Morrison 
said of those within gov-
ernment ranks who reject 
mainstream climate sci-
ence.
Morrison also announced 
that 76 million Australian 
dollars ($52 million) would 
be spent on providing psy-
chological counseling for 
firefighters and fire-affect-
ed communities as part of 
a previously announced 
AU$2 billion ($1.4 billion) re-
covery fund.
"There has been a deep 
scar in the landscape that 
has been left right across 
our country," Morrison said. 
"But I am also very mindful, 
as is the government, of 
the very real scars that will 
be there for quite a period 
of time to come for those 
who've been exposed to 
the trauma of these bush-
fires."
While the fire threat is most 
acute in rural communi-
ties, wildfire smoke that has 
choked some of Australia's 
largest cities is a reminder 
to many urban Australians 
of the unfolding disaster.q

A firefighter keeps an eye on a controlled fire as they work at building a containment line at a 
wildfire near Bodalla, Australia, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. 
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In this Thursday, Nov. 1, 2018 file photo, Kenneth Roth, Human 
Rights Watch's executive director, speaks during a news 
conference in Seoul, South Korea. 

Associated Press

Hong Kong denies 
entry to Human 
Rights Watch director
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong Kong authorities barred the 
head of Human Rights Watch from entering the Chinese 
territory Sunday, the advocacy group said.
Kenneth Roth, Human Rights Watch's executive director, 
had planned to launch the organization's annual world 
report in Hong Kong this week. The report's focus is China's 
efforts to "deliberately undermine the international hu-
man rights system," Roth said in video posted to his Twitter.
The move to bar Roth follows China's pledge last month to 
sanction organizations that it said "performed badly" in re-
lation to anti-government protests that have roiled Hong 
Kong for more than seven months. Human Rights Watch, 
the National Endowment for Democracy and Freedom 
House were among the groups cited for sanctions.
Roth, a U.S. citizen, said on Twitter that immigration au-
thorities at the airport told him he could not enter Hong 
Kong. When he asked why, they told him repeatedly that 
it was for "immigration reasons," without elaborating.
Roth said he has visited Hong Kong numerous times and 
this is the first time he has been denied entry.
Mass demonstrations — underpinned by a distrust of 
China's ruling Communist Party — began in Hong Kong 
in June, with protesters rallying against an extradition bill 
that was later withdrawn. The movement has since ex-
panded to include demands for electoral reform and an 
independent inquiry into alleged police brutality.
A former British colony, Hong Kong was returned to China 
in 1997. Under the framework of "one country, two sys-
tems," the territory was promised greater democratic 
rights than are afforded to the mainland. But protesters 
say their liberties have been steadily eroding under Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.q

Malta's next premier vows 
'continuity' amid car bomb fallout
By STEPHEN CALLEJA 
Associated Press
VALLETTA, Malta (AP) — A 
first-term lawmaker whose 
father was Malta's presi-
dent was chosen to be 
the country's prime minis-
ter, replacing Joseph Mus-
cat after weeks of protests 
demanding accountabil-
ity in the investigation of 
the car bomb slaying of 
an anti-corruption journal-
ist who targeted his gov-
ernment.
In his victory speech Sun-
day night, Robert Abela 
didn't assess Muscat's be-
leaguered final stretch in 
office. Abela also didn't 
cite the 2017 assassination 
of Daphne Caruana Galiz-
ia, a shocking killing which 
deeply wounded much of 
Malta's psyche. 
Criticism had poured in 
from abroad about inad-
equacies in the European 
Union country's judicial 
and police systems, and 
domestic critics expressed 
outrage that members of 
Muscat's inner circle had 
been linked to the still on-
going investigation to find 
out who ordered the as-
sassination.
Still, Abela alluded to the 
national trauma triggered 
by the slaying in the island 
nation, saying that now 
"the ship has been stead-
ied."  The count on Sunday 
showed Abela received 
nearly 58% of votes cast 
Saturday by members of 
the governing Labour Par-
ty eligible to choose the 
new leader.
But although many Mal-
tese had pushed for Mus-

cat's resignation in frus-
tration over the handling 
of the investigation, the 
change in leadership 
might not bring much poli-
cy change.
Abela, a 42-year-old spe-
cialist in labor and indus-
trial law, did pledge be-
fore the party vote to help 
repair Malta's reputation. 
But he is also widely con-
sidered a Muscat protege.
The Labour Party, which 
commands a comfort-
able parliamentary major-
ity, appeared to choose a 
leader who would follow 
much in Muscat's path.
A re-occurring word in 
Abela's victory speech, 
delivered after embracing 
and shaking hands with 
some of the hundreds of 
supporters packed into a 
sports arena, was "conti-
nuity." 
Still, for opposition politi-
cians, seeing Muscat re-
sign because of public 
outrage gave some mea-

sure of satisfaction. 
Stepping down midway 
though his second term 
as premier, Muscat ear-
lier tweeted his congratu-
lations, saying, "Proud to 
be handing over to him 
#Malta PM office on Mon-
day," when Abela will be 
sworn in.  Abela has said 
he would work to restore 
Malta's reputation for rule 
of law. Concerned EU law-
makers, after a fact-find-
ing mission to the island, 
had criticized the mem-
ber nation's judiciary and 
police. 
Late last year, a close aide 
to Muscat was questioned 
in connection with Carua-
na Galizia's killing, denied 
wrongdoing and was re-
leased while still under in-
vestigation. A Maltese ho-
telier, who denies involve-
ment, has been accused 
of complicity in the killing. 
Three other men, accused 
of triggering the bomb, 
are under arrest. q

Robert Abela, who will be sworn in as Prime Minister of Malta 
Monday, addresses a large crowds of supporters inside a 
volleyball court in Kordin, Malta, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. 
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In Mexican capital, red shoes to protest killings of women
By PETER ORSI 
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Sti-
letto heels. Clogs. Trainers. 
Tiny, child-size Crocs. 
Activists placed hundreds 
of painted-red women's 
shoes on Mexico City's sun-
drenched main square Sat-
urday to call attention to 
gender-based violence in 
a country where, on aver-
age, 10 women and girls 
are murdered each day 
and less than 10 percent of 
the cases are ever solved. 
As residents and tourists 
milled about the plaza, or 
Zocalo — the historical, 
political, cultural and reli-
gious heart of the country 
— demonstrators marched 
to the massive front door of 
the colonial-era National 
Palace and placed five 
pairs on the paving stones 
as a uniformed guard 
looked on. 
"Not one more killed!" they 
cried to the beat of a drum. 
"The shoes represent ab-
sence, visualizing absence," 
said 60-year-old artist Elina 
Chauvet, who first realized 
the piece of performance-
protest art in 2009 after her 
sister was killed by her hus-
band in a domestic vio-
lence case in the northern 
border city of Juarez. "The 
red is for the blood that has 
been spilled, but it is also a 
work that speaks of love."
The performance was the 
latest in a string of pub-
lic demonstrations in re-

cent months over violence 
against women, including 
angry anti-rape protests 
in which demonstrators 
tossed glitter and defaced 
monuments; thousands of 
women in blindfolds chant-
ing the feminist anthem "A 
Rapist in Your Path," a viral 
phenomenon across the 
Americas and around the 
world; and more low-key 
marches and even knit-ins. 
The common thread run-
ning throughout: Authori-
ties' inability to solve the 
problem of gender-based 
violence in one of the 
world's most dangerous 
countries to be female. 
President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador, who has 
been office a little over 13 
months, and allied officials 

have pledged to make 
femicide and other gen-
der-related crimes a prior-
ity. In November, Mexico 
City Mayor Claudia Shein-
baum declared a gen-
der violence alert for the 
capital, meaning that 20 
of Mexico's federal entities 
have now done so. Shein-
baum said the measure 
would raise awareness of 
the problem and deliver 
better results. 
But for those at Saturday's 
protest, little to nothing has 
been seen as far as results. 
There were 3,662 femicides, 
or gender-related killings 
of women, in 2018, before 
López Obrador took of-
fice, and the rate contin-
ued apace in 2019 though 
there are not yet final fig-

ures for the year. 
"On the contrary. They 
keep on killing us," said Eliz-
abeth Machuca Campos, 
a 39-year-old artisan and 
women's rights activist from 
Ocoyoacac in the neigh-
boring State of Mexico, 
whose sister was murdered 
there in 2017. She said a 
suspect was detained and 
sentenced but at the last 
minute the charge was 
changed from femicide to 
homicide — something that 
activists and groups such 
as Amnesty International 
say is frequently done by 
Mexican governments at 
multiple levels to juke the 
stats on gender violence. 
Machuca brought to the 
Zocalo a photo of her sis-
ter and the shoes she was 

wearing when her body 
was found. 
"Those pairs of shoes are 
missing their owners," she 
said, fighting back tears, 
"the women who have 
been torn from us." 
The capital's new chief 
prosecutor, Ernestina Go-
doy Ramos, acknowledged 
Friday that she faces an 
"enormous" challenge in 
delivering public security 
for the city and promised 
justice in femicide cases. 
"May it be heard loudly 
and from afar: There will be 
no impunity in the matter of 
femicides," Olga Sánchez 
Cordero, López Obrador's 
interior secretary, said the 
same day. 
Violence against women 
is a problem that well pre-
dates the current govern-
ment. In the 1990s and 
early 2000s, Ciudad Juarez 
was notorious for the un-
punished killings and dis-
appearances of hundreds 
of women and girls. Today 
activists often point to the 
State of Mexico, the coun-
try's most populous, as a 
flashpoint for femicides. 
Sacrisanta Mosso Rendón 
wore a T-shirt with the 
names and photograph 
of 17-year-old daughter, 
Karen, and 12-year-old son, 
Erik. Karen was raped and 
murdered are their house in 
Ecatepec, State of Mexico, 
in 2016, she said, and Erik 
was also home at the time 
and was strangled. q

A portrait of Eugenia Machuca Campos sits amid women's red shoes placed by activists to protest 
violence against women in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main plaza, Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020. 
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Haitians remember victims of massive 
earthquake 10 years on

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Haitians on Sunday re-
membered the victims of 
the massive earthquake 
that killed more than 
100,000 people a decade 

ago, although the ceremo-
ny was marked by a protest 
against political misman-
agement now and then. 
President Jovenel Moise 
laid flowers at a memorial 

to the victims at a ceme-
tery outside Port-au-Prince, 
joined by clergy, officials 
from his government and 
foreign ambassadors. 
"The earthquake of Janu-
ary 12, 2010 left deep and 
indelible scars in the mem-
ory of an entire people," he 
said. 
The 7.0 magnitude quake 
that hit Haiti's capital and 
surrounding areas just be-
fore 5 p.m. left a death 
toll ranging from around 
100,000 to more than 
300,000 people. Thousands 
still don't have adequate 
shelter a decade later, 
and the long-term quake 

response is widely seen as 
a failure by both the Hai-
tian government and for-
eign governments and aid 
groups. 
Marie-Andre Michelle 42, 
said her children, aged 15 
and 18, had died in the 
quake and even though 
she didn't know if they were 
buried at St. Christophe 
cemetery, she had saved 
to buy flowers to leave at 
the memorial in their honor. 
"'I am not sure if my kids are 
on this site. Bodies were 
picked up from the hospi-
tal like animals," she said. 
"'God only knows where 
they are now."

A small group of protesters 
led by well-known Haitian 
comedian Mathias Dandor 
were pushed back from 
the ceremony by police, 
but reached the memorial 
afterwards and destroyed 
the wreath of white flowers 
left by Moise, leaving their 
own in its place. 
They said they were protest-
ing years of government 
mismanagement, includ-
ing Moise's failure to take 
on corruption or improve 
the economy or security. 
"The negligence of the 
state has cost thousands of 
people their lives," Dandor 
said.q

A resident walks past a cross during a memorial service honoring 
the victims of the 2010 earthquake, at Titanyen, a mass burial 
site north of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. 
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Azure Beach Residences The Villas:
Your Own Beach Villa with a Backyard of Green Tranquility

EAGLE BEACH — Sometimes everything comes together. You’re looking for this special 
family place while vacationing or you are a local resident who wishes a secure and 
comfortable house within a serviced residence to enjoy your retirement. You’d also like 
to make an investment that brings you a profit and at the same time you want to deal 
with a trustworthy and secure company. Azure Beach Residences has all of the above 
under one roof. New offering by the successful Pering Group: The Villas. 

Developer Pering Group’s quality is already visible with Azure Beach Residences (sold 
for 90 % already) at Eagle Beach and Harbour House Condominiums (sales going be-
yond expectations) in Oranjestad. Now their newest product is The Villas with the same 
formula: a quality product for a good price, a trustworthy developer and a prime loca-
tion.  Take a look at this hot opportunity: only six fantastic villas on the border of a bird 
sanctuary and opposite the white-sand Eagle Beach. 
The Villas are designed in modern architecture with panoramic windows where the 
green environment from the bird sanctuary (Bubali Plas) can flow freely inside. That is 
the feel you get with the Azure Villas. Just behind the condominium towers we have 
found this quiet space where you can have your family’s second home or enjoy your 
well-deserved retirement. Big benefit: you will not only have a villa with four bedrooms 
and three bathrooms, but also an option for an annex that has one bedroom and one 
bathroom which can be rented out to cover your villa’s expenses. Your own private 
pool is optional too. 
 
A private house within the frame of a residence
Picture this: in the morning the kids are playing in their rooms while you take your coffee 
outside to the patio to enjoy the birds singing in the lush greens that surround you. After 
breakfast you gather your stuff to walk to the residence pools or cross the street to jump 
into the Caribbean Sea. This is no movie, this is for real. You are in paradise, you own your 
own villa and you have a decent return-on-investment. Not to be forgotten: you can 
make use of all facilities and services that are offered by Azure Beach Residences and 
there is 24-hours security. Best of it all is that the prices are very reasonable, especially 
when compared to similar offerings in the market.

Upgraded Environment
The environment of Azure Beach Residences and the Azure Villas will be improved as 
the government is extending the Linear Park, a lovely paved route that eventually con-
nects the length of the island’s west coast from the Airport to Arashi Beach. The trail is 
lined with trees for shade and offers secure space for walkers, runners and cyclers. All 
together you will be assured to have your perfect picture here. 

Are you curious?  Azure Beach Residences welcomes you to step in and hear more 
about this great opportunity! Hear us out and see for yourself.q

WINNING POINTS
•	 Closed gated community with all amenities Azure 

Beach Residences has to offer
•	 Spacious villa with lots of light coming in and full 

privacy PLUS the annex can be rented out 
•	 Your backyard is the Bubali Bird Sanctuary and the 

white-sand Eagle Beach on the opposite side of 
the street 

•	 New walk-run-cycle trail and park right by the 
front of the property 

•	 Well-priced in comparison with equally sized 
offerings 

•	 Developer with a trustworthy image and proven 
track record of success

For more information you can visit the website http:// 
www.azure-aruba.com. The sales office is open every 
week day from 9 AM -5 PM, Saturdays 10 AM - 1 PM.
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Aruba will have it’s very 
own “Children’s Museum”
SANTA CRUZ — Aruba will 
soon have it’s very own 
children’s museum with the 
name “Aruba Museum of 
Play”. A museum is known 
to be a place where you 
are not allowed to touch 
anything. A children’s mu-
seum is the opposite of this 
where children are encour-
aged to play with every-
thing inside of the museum 
and in this way are able to 
learn in different areas such 
as art, science and human-
ities. 

Everything in the museum 
is “hands-on” and interac-
tive so each child can ex-
plore the museum on their 
own pace and in their own 
way together with their 
parents, family and friends. 

Kids can touch, play, climb 
on, climb through and ex-
piriment with all the items 
within each of the museum 
exhibits. 

More and more, research 
shows that open-ended 
educational experiences 
are critical to a child’s 
development. Children’s 
museums help children 
develop essential founda-
tional skills, spark their cre-
ativity, foster curiosity and 
give them a love of learn-
ing that they will take with 
them througout their lives. 
A children’s museum is also 
beneficial to its commu-
nity as it serves as a place 
where families can come 
together to spend time and 
learn and play together. 

Everything started when 
co-founder of the museum, 
Reuella Berg, visited a chil-
dren’s museum in Charles-
ton, South Carolina in 2018 
with her two children. It was 
there that she saw how her 
children spent an entire 
morning playing and at 
the same time learning in 
an environment created 
just for them. Reuella felt 
inspired and motivated to 
bring something similar to 
her home country so that 
all the children of Aruba are 
able to experience some-
thing like this. In 2019 they 
started finding out ways on 
how to make this possible 
and in November of 2019 
the official non-profit was 
launched under the name 

“Aruba Museum of Play”. The non-profit currently has a 
board of directors consisting of seven local members who 
are ready and able to work on making this project be-
come a reality. The board of directors are:

- President: Henk Reeberg
- Secretary: Ziziane Flemming
- Treasurer: Anthony Martina
- Member: Alvin Boekhoudt
- Member: Naomi Werleman-Richards
- Member: Kiziah Arends
- Member: Reuella Berg

Now that they have officially launched the non-profit, the 
board of directors wanted to make the entire island of 
Aruba aware of this beautiful project to be able to make 
it become a reality. The museum is already part of the 
“Association of Children’s Museum” which currently has a 
network of 425 children’s museum in 20 countries where 
they share their experiencies, knowledge and help each 
other out so that more countries around the world can 
have their very own children’s museum. For more infor-
mation regarding this association you can visit their web-
site https://www.childrensmuseums.org/. 

Naturally to be able to realize this project funds need to 
be raised. It is for this reason that the board of directors in-
vites local and international businesses and organizations 
that would like to contribute and be part of this project to 
contact us directly so that we can set up a meeting and 
provide more information and come to an agreement. 

Would you like to give a helping hand in making this proj-
ect possible? Come and participate in this year’s Aruba 
Doet where we will clean up a piece of land where we 
would like to construct the children’s museum. You can 
sign up to volunteer here: https://www.arubadoet.com/
aw/node/694  

You can follow all of Aruba Museum of Play social media 
accounts: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/arubamuseumofplay
Instagram: @arubamuseumofplay 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCmjSPwBCP7b7eAzzJZVcBJA?view_as=subscriber 
Website: www.arubamuseumofplay.org

You can also contact them directly at:
E-mail: info@arubamuseumofplay.org
Tel/Whatsapp: +297- 594-2419.
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A memorable moment

EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author-
ity had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Emerald 
Ambassadors of Aruba. 
The Emerald Ambassador 
certificate is presented to 
guests who visit Aruba 35 
years and more consecu-
tively.

The honorees were couple 
Stuart & Susan Bernstein 
from USA. The Bernsteins 
have been visiting Aruba 
for 36 years consecutively. 
The Emerald Ambassador 
certificate is the highest 
certificate that we present. 
The ceremony was one of 
importance to because 
honoring visitors who have 
been coming to Aruba 

for over 35 years is incred-
ibly rare and it was a very 
memorable moment for all 
of us.
They stated that they love 
the island very much, es-
pecially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, delicious variety 
of foods, its safety and 
Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people who have become 
like family to them.
Richardson together with 
the representatives of the 
La Cabana Beach Resort 
&  Casino presented the 
certificate to the honor-
ees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.q
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Birds of Aruba
ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, the 
Aruba Birdlife Conservation was founded 
with the aim of protecting the biodiversity 
in general and birds in and around Aruba 
in particular. 

Among other things, the foundation will 
focus on increasing the survival chances 
of species of wild birds by promoting their 
preservation and conservation. The foun-
dation publishes the most beautiful pic-
tures of local birds on their social media 
that show us the beauty of Aruba’s birds 
and nature in general. Aruba Today gives 
you a little peek with the following pictures 

and descriptions from the foundations 
Facebook page.

Barbacoa or Bare-eyed Pigeon
This is beauty in Aruba, actually a bare 

beauty and one of Aruba’s jewels. A master survivor of 
our arid habitat. This bird can only be found at the Ca-
ribbean coast of Colombia and Venezuela and nearby 
islands. A Bare-eyed Pigeon exhibiting its scaled neck 
patch and its feature bare orbital skin. Name in Papia-
mento is Barbacoa, in Dutch: Naaktoogduif. 

Bubali’s Cirque du Soleil
Birds can be quite creative and sometimes it seems that 
they can put on quite a display of skills to entertain the 
lucky onlookers. With some patience, one may even dis-
cover that Aruba’s bird wildlife just happens to have its 
own Cirque du Soleil. When there is no hard surface to 
stand on, our birds know how to get creative.An Aruban 
wetlands acrobat demonstrating one of its balancing 
acts survival tricks.A Least Bittern on the hunt at Aruba’s 
Bubali Wetlands. In Papiamento: Garabet enano, in 
Dutch Zuid-Amerikaanse Woudaap.

Beauty in Aruba: Mangrove guest
Mangroves are beacons of life. Many species of fauna 
depend on mangroves for their survival. A Yellow Oriole 
is snooping around in the mangroves for some protein for 
its offspring. Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s to protect. Do it for 
the children.q
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in an amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to create 
your next ‘vacation memories’, morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com,
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com

Dak di panchi (clay roof tiles)

Here in Aruba this “dak di panchi” can be seen on every Aruban 
houses and I’m fascinated with this Dutch architecture design with 
clay roof tiles. Dated 700 BC and still it will enhance your house in this 
modern era.  In the last centuries houses where yellow and white but 
nowadays the more colorful the better and I love that concept. This 
house can be seen in the Kudawecha neighborhood and for sure you 
must stop to take some colorful photos.

Community Museum

Here in Aruba we do have much more than white beaches so leave the beach for a day 
to enjoy this museum in San Nicolas and the Museum of Industry also in this photo. With the 
opening of the refinery in 1927 many workers came from the other islands in the Caribbean 
and so did Mr Nicolaas who came from Bonaire and opened the Nicolaas Store in San Nico-
las in 1930. The Community Museum is housed here and a must visit. The Museum of Industry 
in the old water tower is visible in this photo too.

My wife told me that I’m just like a monkey

Yes, this is true because I’m obsessed with bananas and coconut water just like monkeys 
do. There are three places where you can find fresh coconut water. The first one is next to the 
big red anchor on the road to Baby Beach. The other one is on your left going to downtown 
from the airport and the Coconut Big Dad is at the California Lighthouse. This guy makes also 
coconut ice cream. I drink a minimum of one coconut water a day and it’s so good for your 
health and will prevent kidney stones.

Baby moon

Aruba also benefits from this increasingly growing trend for mums-
to-be to head off on holiday with their partners before the imminent 
happiness of the new arrival. This is a photo I took of this amazing 
couple Danielle and Josh. This baby boy will for sure be an Aruban 
ambassador, mark my words.

LOCAL
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United States Serena Williams 
makes a return during her 
finals singles match against 
United States Jessica Pegula 
at the ASB Classic in Auckland, 
New Zealand, Sunday, Jan 12, 
2020. 

Associated Press

'It feels 
good': 
Serena 
Williams 
ends 3-year 
title drought
AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Serena Williams 
ended a three-year title 
drought when she beat fel-
low American Jessica Pe-
gula 6-3, 6-4 on Sunday to 
win the singles final at the 
ASB Classic. Williams hadn't 
won a title since the Austra-
lian Open in January 2017, 
and not since she became 
a mother to her daughter 
Olympia, who was court-
side to see the victory. 
"It feels good. It's been a 
long time," Williams said. "I 
think you can see the relief 
on my face.
The 23-time major winner 
donated her $43,000 win-
ner's check to the fundrais-
ing appeal for victims of 
Australian wildfires, joining 
many other tennis stars, 
such as Ash Barty, Nick 
Kygrios, Novak Djokovic 
and Maria Sharapova, 
who have pledged money 
to the already months-long 
fire emergency there.

Continued on Page 22

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) celebrates 
after throwing a touchdown pass during the second half of an NFL 
divisional playoff football game against the Houston Texans, in 
Kansas City, Mo., Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press
Page20

COMEBACK 
KID

Chiefs punch return ticket 
to AFC title game
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Bogdonovic, Gobert help streaking Jazz beat Wizards 127-116
By IAN QUILLEN
 Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Even 
on their biggest roll in two 
years, the Utah Jazz be-
lieve they can get a lot 
better.
Bojan Bogdonovic scored 
31 points, Rudy Gobert 
added 21 points and 14 re-
bounds and the Jazz beat 
the Washington Wizards 
127-116 on Sunday for their 
ninth straight victory.
Utah overcame a 15-point 
deficit in the third quarter 
to win for the the 14th time 
in 15 games and climb up 
to second place in the 
Western Conference.
"It's pretty good, but we 
feel like we can be a lot 
better," Gobert said. "The 
goal is not just to be sec-
ond in the West, but be the 
best team in the West at 
the end of the playoffs."
Jordan Clarkson added 17 
of his 23 points in the sec-
ond half for the Jazz, one 
of six players in double fig-
ures as team scoring lead-
er Donovan Mitchell sat 
out because of an illness.
"Obviously, Donovan is one 
of our key guys, so there's 
always going to be a lot of 
adjustment, a little differ-
ent from any player," Jazz 
coach Quin Snyder said. "I 
thought our guys did a re-
ally good job of absorbing 
that collectively."
Bradley Beal scored 25 
points for Washington af-
ter missing five games with 
right leg soreness.
Davis Bertans added 18 
points and Jordan McRae 
had 16 . Washington lost 
at home for the first time in 
four games after letting the 
third-quarter lead evapo-
rate.
"I think our aggression on 
both ends of the floor kind 
of slipped," Beal said. "Turn-
ing the ball over, shot se-
lection. Sometimes we had 
a lot of one-pass shots, no-
pass shots. We were kind of 
slow pushing the pace."
Utah had a 21-3 run to 
take an 83-80 lead late in 
the third quarter. Clarkson 
gave Utah its first advan-
tage since midway through 
the first quarter with a driv-
ing layup that made it 81-
80, and followed that with 
a floater.
The teams traded baskets 
for the remainder of the 

third, but Gobert's layup 
gave Utah the lead for 
good with 10 seconds left 
in the quarter.
The Jazz opened the fourth 
on a 14-5 run to build their 
lead to 11. 
Washington would close it 
to within three once, but 
Gobert's three dunks in-
side the final four minutes 
helped seal the win.
"He does a good job of just 
being seven feet, and us-
ing his arms and his length 
to his advantage," Beal 
said.
TIP-INS
Jazz: Mitchell sat out two 
days after playing through 
illness Friday night. Em-
manuel Mudiay started in 
Mitchell's place. ... Utah 
last won nine in a row from 
March 2-18, 2018. 
The Jazz also had an 11-
game winning streak ear-

lier that season. ... Gobert 
picked up his team-high 
fifth technical foul.
Wizards: Prior to the game, 
waived guard C.J. Miles, 
who had been out since 
late November following 
wrist surgery, signed former 
two-way center Anzejs Pas-
ecniks to a full-time con-
tract, and signed forward 
Johnathan Williams to a 
two-way contract. ... Beal 
played 27 minutes after 
coach Scott Brooks said his 
time would be limited. His 
season low is 24.
KEY INGREDIENT?
Utah's nine-game streak 
lines up exactly with Clark-
son's arrival in a trade from 
Cleveland the day before 
Christmas. His 23 points 
bested his previous high for 
Utah of 20 twice.
"He made some huge 
plays, through the whole 

game, but especially at the 
end," Gobert said. "Getting 
to the rim, getting fouled, 
finding the open way, he 
did a tremendous job."
GETTING HEALTHY
In addition to Beal, Bertans 

was in his second game 
back after missing nine 
with a quad injury. Center 
Thomas Bryant scored eight 
points in 15 minutes in his re-
turn after missing 20 games 
with a foot injury.q

Utah Jazz forward Bojan Bogdanovic (44) goes to the basket 
against Washington Wizards guard Bradley Beal (3) during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, in 
Washington. 

Associated Press
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Chiefs rally from 24-0 hole to beat Texans 51-31 in playoffs
By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Sports Writer
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
The Kansas City Chiefs are 
back in the AFC champion-
ship game.
How they returned to the 
brink of their first Super Bowl 
appearance in 50 years 
was unlike anything any-
body could have imag-
ined.
After digging a 24-0 hole 
against Houston early in the 
second quarter Sunday, 
Patrick Mahomes and the 
rest of the high-flying Chiefs 
embarked on the biggest 
comeback in franchise his-
tory. Their young superstar 
proceeded to throw for 321 
yards and five touchdowns, 
Travis Kelce and Damien 
Williams reached the end 
zone three times apiece, 
and Kansas City reeled off 
41 consecutive points in a 
51-31 victory over the Tex-
ans in the divisional round 
of the playoffs.
The Chiefs (13-4), who lost 
to the Patriots in overtime in 
last year's conference title 
game, will play Tennessee 
next Sunday for a spot in 
Miami. The Titans stunned 
Lamar Jackson and the 
top-seeded Baltimore Ra-
vens on Saturday night.
Kelce finished with 10 
catches for 134 yards, Wil-
liams ran for two scores 
while catching a TD pass, 
helping the Chiefs win their 
seventh consecutive game 
and reach back-to-back 
AFC title games for the first 
time.
Watson, meanwhile, threw 
for 388 yards and two 
touchdowns while run-
ning for another, but not 
even his heroics could bail 
out the Texans (11-7) after 

they were outscored 28-0 
in the second quarter. They 
continued to allow Kansas 
City to pull away during a 
dismal third, their epic col-
lapse leaving the reborn 
Houston franchise 0-4 in the 
divisional round.
The Chiefs certainly gave 
them the perfect oppor-
tunity to finally break that 
streak in the first quarter.
On defense, Kansas City 
blew overage on Kenny 
Stills on the opening posses-
sion, allowing him to walk 
into the end zone from 54 
yards. On offense, they 
wasted timeouts, dropped 
a series of easy passes and 
managed just 46 yards. 
And on special teams, the 
Chiefs had a punt blocked 
for a score and fumbled a 
return that set up another 
touchdown.
Indeed, the Texans were 
humming right along af-

ter finishing on a 22-3 run 
to beat Buffalo last week, 
while the mountain of mis-
cues made by the Chiefs 
made them only the fourth 
home playoff team to trail 
21-0 after the first quarter.
Then it was the Texans' turn 
to struggle.
They had stretched the 
lead to 24-0 before the 
Chiefs, whose largest defi-
cit overcome had been 
21 points, put together a 
comeback for the ages. 
Mahomes hit Williams with 
a quick touchdown toss to 
begin it, then Houston cu-
riously faked a punt at its 
own 31-yard line and was 
stuffed, giving the Chiefs 
a short field and another 
easy touchdown.
On the ensuing kickoff, Tex-
ans return man DeAndre 
Carter had the ball pop 
loose and into the arms of 
Darwin Thompson, whose 

return set up a second 
Mahomes-to-Kelce touch-
down in a matter of sec-
onds. And a third came af-
ter the Chiefs forced a punt 
— a successful one, for a 
change — and they drove 
90 yards  to take a stunning 
28-24 halftime lead.
The comeback became a 
clobbering by the time the 
third quarter ended.
The Chiefs' breezed down-
field to start the second 
half, and Williams finished 
the drive with his first TD run. 
Their overhauled defense 
under coordinator Steve 
Spagnuolo sacked Watson 
on fourth down to get the 
ball right back, and Ma-
homes and Co. required 
just six more plays to posi-
tion Williams for another TD 
run and a 41-24 lead.
It was the most unan-
swered points in a playoff 
game since the Jets had 

41 against the Colts in the 
2002 wild-card round.
Even when the Texans final-
ly cracked the scoreboard, 
when Watson scrambled to 
his left and dived over the 
pylon, the Chiefs rendered 
the touchdown moot. In 
four plays they went 72 
yards to set up the fifth TD 
pass by Mahomes, the strike 
to little-used tight end Blake 
Bell giving coach Andy 
Reid's team a postseason-
record seven straight TD 
drives.
It also gave a festive crowd 
that turned out early in 
freezing weather and a 
slight drizzle a chance to 
celebrate early.
INJURIES
Houston played without S 
Jahleel Addae (hamstring) 
and TE Jordan Akins (ham-
string). They also lost RT Chris 
Clark to a knee injury early 
in the game, and backup 
Roderick Johnson struggled 
against the Chiefs pass rush 
the rest of the game.
Kansas City sat defensive 
tackle Chris Jones, who 
strained his calf muscle late 
in the week and couldn't 
make it through pregame 
warm-ups. WR Tyreek Hill 
left briefly after a hard hit 
but eventually returned to 
the game.
UP NEXT
The Texans will spend the 
offseason wondering how 
they let a 24-0 lead slip 
away, and the Chiefs will 
begin preparing for the Ti-
tans in the AFC title game. 
Kansas City lost lost 35-32 
at Tennessee in Week 10, 
when Derrick Henry ran for 
188 yards and two touch-
downs against them. It was 
the most recent time the 
Chiefs lost a game.q

Kansas City Chiefs running back Damien Williams (26) scores a touchdown past Houston Texans 
safety Justin Reid (20) during the second half of an NFL divisional playoff football game, in Kansas 
City, Mo., Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press
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Pettersson, Markstrom help Canucks beat Wild 4-1
By ANDRES YBARRA 
Associated Press
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Elias 
Pettersson scored his 21st 
goal and fellow All-Star Ja-
cob Markstom stopped 23 
shots in the Vancouver Ca-
nucks' 4-1 victory over the 
Minnesota Wild on Sunday.
Bo Horvat added two 
goals — the second into an 
empty net with 5.7 seconds 
left — and Troy Stecher 
also scored the Canucks. 
They've won nine of 11 and 
picked up their second win 
in two days.
Devan Dubnyk made 26 
saves, and Marcus Foligno 
scored for Minnesota. The 
Wild were held to 24 total 
shots after averaging 40 in 
their previous three games.
A day after scoring four 
third-period goals in Buffalo 
to snap a two-game skid, 
the Canucks scored three 
in the second period and 
briefly broke out of a pow-
er-play funk.
After a scoreless first period, 
Vancouver ended an 0-for-
18 power-play drought 
stretching over five games 
on Pettersson's second-
period goal as things were 
turning chippy. Minnesota 
answered with Foligno's 
eighth goal of the season 
at the 11:58 mark to bring 
some life to an otherwise 
sleepy arena.

But the tie lasted only 13 
seconds, with Horvat tap-
ping in a loose puck just 
outside the crease off a 
shot from Tanner Pearson. 
The Canucks struck again 
1:13 later when Stecher's 
hard wrist shot from just 
above the right circle beat 
Dubnyk's glove to make it 
3-1.
The Wild were whistled for 
eight penalties, and Minne-
sota's 20th-ranked power 
play unit went 0 for 5 on the 
man-advantage. Minne-
sota emptied its net early 
in the fourth but couldn't 
solve Markstrom. 
Predators 1, Jets 0
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— John Hynes is getting 
some quality play from his 
goaltenders since taking 
over as head coach of the 
Nashville Predators on Tues-
day.
Hynes was behind the 
bench Sunday for his third 
game and watched as 
backup Juuse Saros made 
28 saves for his first shutout 
of the season in a 1-0 vic-
tory over the Winnipeg Jets.
On Thursday night, veter-
an netminder Pekka Rinne 
scored his first career goal 
in a 5-2 victory over Chi-
cago.
"I thought the guys in front 
of (Saros) defended really 
well, but any time a goal-

tender gets a shutout he's 
got to make some huge 
saves," said Hynes, who's 
2-1-0 with a loss to Boston 
on the day he took over 
from a fired Peter Lavio-
lette.
The Predators are 3-1-1 in 
their past five games to im-
prove to 21-16-7.
Connor Hellebuyck 
stopped 31 shots for the 
Jets. They have lost six 
straight at home.
"It's not like we've been six 
in a row at home that have 

been terrible," Jets forward 
Andrew Copp said. "It's kind 
of been intermixed with 
one-offs here and one-offs 
there. I mean, we've got 
to right the ship and figure 
out what to do, but we've 
had success here for a long 
time. I don't think it's a long-
term issue, but definitely 
something we got to worry 
about for next game."
Predators captain Roman 
Josi had his points streak 
end at 12 games. He had 
20 points (seven goals and 

13 assists) during the ca-
reer-high run and franchise 
record for defensemen. It 
was the NHL's longest ac-
tive streak.
Saros stopped Andrew 
Copp on a short-handed 
breakaway early in the first 
period.
A Winnipeg turnover in its 
defensive zone led to Ya-
kov Trenin and Turris going in 
alone on Hellebuyck. Trenin 
passed the puck across the 
front of the net to Turris and 
he beat Hellebuyck.q

Vancouver Canucks' goalie Jacob Markstrom, of Sweden, deflects the puck in the first period of 
an NHL hockey game against the Minnesota Wild, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, in St. Paul, Minn. 

Associated Press

Ray Shero is out as New Jersey 
Devils’ general manager
By TOM CANAVAN 
AP Sports Writer
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Ray 
Shero has been fired as 
the New Jersey Devils' 
general manager after a 
four-plus year tenure that 
saw the three-time Stanley 
Cup champions make the 
playoffs only once.
Owner Josh Harris an-
nounced the change less 
than 90 minutes before 
the struggling Devils were 
to face the Tampa Bay 
Lightning at the Pruden-
tial Center on Sunday. The 
owner said the move was 
effective immediately. 
Speaking at a hastily 
called news conference 
outside the locker room, 
Harris said assistant gener-

al manager Tom Fitzgerald 
would handle Shero's du-
ties with the help of Devils 
goaltending great Martin 
Brodeur.
"It's never a good time to 
do this but once you make 
the decision, you have to 
act on them," Harris said. 
"We thought this was the 
right thing to do for the 
franchise."
The change comes a little 
more than a month after 
Shero fired head coach 
John Hynes in the wake of 
a horrible start to the sea-
son and the trade of 2017-
18 NHL MVP Taylor Hall to 
Arizona shortly after the 
Hynes firing.
New Jersey, which has 
made the postseason 

once since the Stanley 
Cup Final in 2012, came 
into the season with high 
expectations. Hall was 
returning from a knee in-
jury that limited him to 33 
games last season. Nico 
Hischier, the No. 1 overall 
pick in the 17-18 draft, was 
entering his third season 
and he was joined by fel-
low center Jack Hughes, 
the No. 1 overall pick in 
the June draft.
The season didn't go as 
planned. New Jersey lost 
its first six games and the 
team was 9-13-4 when 
Hynes, now the Nashville 
Predators coach, was 
fired.
Interim coach Alain 
Nasreddine has the team 

playing a little better.
Harris said he spoke with 
Shero on Sunday after-
noon and informed him of 
the decision. It happened 
less than 24 hours after 
the Devils beat Washing-
ton 5-1 in one of their best 
games of the season.

"We don't do these things 
lightly. We take a long-
term approach," Harris 
said of his tenure with She-
ro. "But the reality is we are 
now in our fifth season and 
we've made the playoffs 
once. It was just time for a 
change.''q

New Jersey Devils owner Josh Harris, left, announces interim 
general manager Tom Fitzgerald, right, to replace Ray Shero 
prior to an NHL hockey game Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, in Newark, 
N.J.

Associated Press
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Djokovic leads Serbia to win over Spain in ATP Cup final
By JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer
SYDNEY (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic beat Rafael Nad-
al, again, in a must-win 
match to keep Serbia in 
contention. Then he went 
back on court within an 
hour and combined with 
long-time friend Viktor 
Troicki to clinch the very 
first ATP Cup. In the coun-
try where the seven-time 
Australian Open champion 
performs like it's his home 
away from home, Djokovic 
was the dominant figure in 
the debut of the 24-team, 
10-day tournament.
"I have never experienced 
such a support in my 
matches ever anywhere, 
and I have played the big-
gest stadiums in tennis, and 
this was something differ-
ent," Djokovic said, credit-
ing the thousands of Serbs 
who chanted, sang and 
recreated the atmosphere 
of a football stadium. "I 
want to thank everybody 
for contributing to this vic-
tory on and off the court."
Second-ranked Djokivic 
had a 6-2, 7-6 (4) win over 
No. 1 Nadal on Sunday 
night to level the final after 
Roberto Bautista Agut had 
given Spain the lead by 
beating Dusan Lajovic 7-5, 
6-1 in the first singles match. 
After extending his lead to 
29-26 in career head-to-
heads with Nadal, and his 
supremacy over the Span-
iard on hardcourts, Djokov-
ic combined with Troicki for 
a 6-3, 6-4 win over Pablo 
Carreno Busta and Felicia-
no Lopez to clinch the title. 
"I'll remember this experi-
ence for the rest of my 

life — it's one of the nicest 
moments of my career," 
Djokovic said. "I've been 
very fortunately blessed, 
had an amazing career 
over the last 15 years, but 
playing for a team, playing 
for a country with some of 
my best friends is just — you 
can't match that. It's too 
special."
He said the support from 
the Serbian community in 
Sydney was "off the charts."
"There's a lot of Serbian 
people in Sydney," Djokovic 
said. "If you want to make a 
celebration, we're ready."
Djokovic has won nine 
straight against Nadal on 
hardcourts, and 19 con-
secutive sets, since losing 
the 2013 U.S. Open final. 
Nadal withdrew from the 
doubles, citing fatigue, 
saying he had confidence 

in his teammate Lopez, a 
four-time Davis Cup cham-
pion.
"I have been playing a lot 
of tennis the last couple of 
days. My level of energy is 
a little bit lower than usual," 
Nadal said. "So is a team 
decision, and we believe 
in our team. That's why we 
had success in the past."
After playing six singles 
matches and two doubles 
matches in 10 days — on 
both the west and east 
coasts of Australia — less 
than two months after 
guiding Spain to the Davis 
Cup title in Madrid, Nadal 
urged the International 
Tennis Federation and the 
ATP to negotiate to form 
one world team champi-
onship.
"I think (ATP Cup) is a great 
competition but ... I can't 

change my mind that two 
World Cups in one month 
is not real," he said. "So we 
need to find a way to fix it 
and we need to find a way 
to make a big deal with ITF 
and ATP to create a big 
World Team Cup competi-
tion."
Spain's early lead put extra 
pressure on Djokovic. He 
hadn't lost a singles match 
at the tournament — a run 
that includes wins over U.S. 
Open finalists Daniil Med-
vedev and Kevin Anderson 
as well as Gael Monfils and 
Denis Shapovalov, and 
started like losing wasn't a 
consideration.
"I started off the match 
perfectly, really. Everything 
worked for me," he said. 
"Serve got me out of trou-
ble in the second set."
He broke Nadal's serve in 

the opening game, which 
lasted eight minutes and 
included two requests from 
the umpire to the crowd to 
keep quiet during the ser-
vice motion. 
Djokovic held for a 2-0 lead, 
the game going to deuce, 
and then didn't concede a 
point on serve for his next 
three games, closing the 
set in 39 minutes with three 
straight aces.
Nadal got over his frustra-
tion with the noisy crowd 
and found his range in the 
second set, conceding just 
a point in each of his first 
three service games. He 
had also had a huge op-
portunity to go up a break 
in the sixth game, but was 
unable to convert five 
chances as Djokovic rallied 
from 0-40 to hold.
Djokovic then had two 
breakpoints in the 11th 
game, which would have 
given him the chance to 
serve for the match, but 
Nadal rallied from 15-40 to 
hold. Djokovic had a nervy 
start to the tiebreaker, serv-
ing a double-fault to fall 
behind 2-1, but after his 
forehand clipped the net 
and landed in, he started 
to gain control. From 4-4, 
he won every point, start-
ing the roll with a back-
hand winner down the line.
The 10,223-strong crowd at 
Ken Rosewall Arena was 
packed with Serbia sup-
porters who waved their 
flags and chanted "Ser-
bia, Serbia, Serbia," and 
Djokovic's nickname "Nole" 
throughout the final.
A little after 1 a.m. local time 
Monday, they were cheer-
ing for their champions.q

Serbia players hold up the ATP CUP after defeating Spain during their ATP Cup tennis tournament 
in Sydney, Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press

United States Serena Williams with the ASB Trophy after winning 
finals singles match against United States Jessica Pegula at the 
ASB Classic in Auckland, New Zealand, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press

Continued from Page 18

U.S. President Donald Trump 
tweeted: "Congratulations 
to @serenawilliams on an-
other big win. She is a great 
player and an even greater 
person. Our members in Vir-
ginia (Tennis) will never for-
get you!"  Williams was with 
Trump at the 2015 opening 
of the Trump Tennis Center.  
Williams was under pressure 
at first against the 25-year-
old Pegula, playing in her 
third WTA final, but asserted 
herself more as the match 

went on to claim her 73rd 
win in 98 finals and to add 
her name to a trophy won 
by her sister, Venus, in 2015.
The last three years have 
been challenging for Wil-
liams as she juggled com-
peting demands of tennis 
and motherhood. But she 
seemed to turn a corner 
during a demanding week 
in which she played both 
doubles and singles, turn-
ing out on all seven days of 
the tournament.
She was frequently behind 
in her matches but showed 

typical determination to 
fight her way to the final 
and overcome Pegula, 
who ousted former top-
ranked Caroline Wozniacki 
in the semifinals.
Pegula has been on a 
steady climb up the rank-
ings since overcoming a se-
rious knee injury two years 
ago. The daughter of Buf-
falo Bills owners Terry and 
Kim Pegula, she won her 
first WTA title in 2019 and 
appeared to be a star on 
the rise in all her matches in 
Auckland. q

Serena Williams
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Super Bowl-winning coach 
Jimmy Johnson into Hall of Fame
By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer
Jimmy Johnson, who 
coached the Dallas Cow-
boys to two Super Bowl 
championships in the 1990s, 
has been elected to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame.
The hall announced his 
selection Sunday night 
as part of a centennial 
class that was chosen on 
Wednesday by a special 
committee. Former Pitts-
burgh Steelers coach Bill 
Cowher was revealed Sat-
urday night as the other 
coach being inducted.
"The only thing I can think of 
is all the assistant coaches 
who worked for me, all the 
great players who played 
for me are the reason," said 
a teary-eyed Johnson, 76. "I 
can't talk.
"This is so special to me 
because when you put in 
the work that we put in, it 
is nice for those people to 
appreciate it."
One of his best players, Hall 
of Fame quarterback Troy 
Aikman, could be seen 
tearing up as he heard 
the announcement from 
Green Bay, where he was 
announcing the Seahawks-
Packers playoff game.
Hall of Fame President Da-
vid Baker made the pre-
sentation during halftime of 
Fox's telecast. 
A successful college coach 
at Oklahoma State and 
Miami, where he won a 
national championship in 
1987, Johnson was hired 
in 1989 by new Cowboys 

owner Jerry Jones. His initial 
team went 1-15, but John-
son rebuilt the roster — in-
cluding trading star run-
ning back Herschel Walker 
to Minnesota for a slew of 
draft picks and players who 
were converted into draft 
choices. That deal is consid-
ered among the most one-
sided in sports history, and it 
netted, among others, the 
draft pick that brought Em-
mitt Smith to Dallas.
Johnson left the Cowboys 
after the back-to-back 
championships for the 1992 
and '93 seasons in a dispute 
with Jones. But the roster he 
built, under his college rival 
Barry Switzer, won the 1995 
NFL crown, too.
Johnson later coached the 
Miami Dolphins before be-
coming a Fox TV analyst.
"Think of all the great play-
ers I have coached over 
the years," Johnson said. 
"From me to you: Thank 
you."
In his nine pro seasons (five 
in Dallas, four in Miami), he 
went 89-68. Johnson led 
the Cowboys to three play-
off appearances and the 
two Super Bowl victories, 
and took the Dolphins to 
three postseason appear-
ances. 
The special panel met in 
Canton, Ohio, on Wednes-
day to elect the centennial 
slate for this year's class of 
inductees, marking the first 
time any members were 
elected during a selection 
meeting held at the hall.
The centennial slate in-

cludes 10 "seniors" (players 
who last played more than 
25 seasons ago), three "con-
tributors" (an individual oth-
er than a player or coach) 
and the two coaches (who 
last coached more than 
five seasons ago) and were 
voted on from a list of 38 
finalists. The remainder of 
the 15-person centennial 
slate will be revealed live 
on "Good Morning Foot-
ball" on Wednesday.
The Hall of Fame's overall 
class will consist of 20 mem-
bers, including an addition-
al five who will be added 
the day before the Super 
Bowl, when the modern-
era player finalists are vot-
ed on by the usual selec-
tion committee.q

In this Jan. 28, 1994, file photo, 
Dallas Cowboys head coach 
Jimmy Johnson poses with the 
Vince Lombardi Super Bowl 
trophy during an NFL football 
news conference in Atlanta. 

Associated Press

Paulo Gonçalves of Portugal rides his Hero motorbike during 
stage seven of the Dakar Rally between Riyadh and Wadi Al 
Dawasir, Saudi Arabia, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020. Gonçalves, 40, 
died after an accident at kilometer 276. 

Associated Press

Motorbike racer 
Paulo Gonçalves dies 
during Dakar Rally
WADI AL-DAWASIR, Saudi 
Arabia (AP) — Portuguese 
motorbike rider Paulo Gon-
çalves died on the Dakar 
Rally after crashing in the 
Saudi Arabia desert on 
Sunday. He was 40. 
Gonçalves fell and suf-
fered cardiac arrest about 
halfway through the 546-ki-
lometer (339-mile) seventh 
stage, south of the Saudi 
capital Riyadh. 
Australian rider Toby Price 
then Argentina's Kevin 
Benavides stopped to help, 
and a medical helicop-
ter arrived on the scene 
within eight minutes of be-
ing alerted, rally organizers 
said on their website.
He was flown to nearby 
Layla hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead.
"The Dakar mourns Paulo 
Gonçalves, one of the most 
experienced and beloved 
champions of the rally-raid 
family," organizers said on 
their website.
The eighth stage on Mon-
day, a loop course around 
Wadi Al-Dawasir, was 
canceled for motorbike 
and quad racers "in order 
to give the riders time to 
mourn their friend," organiz-
ers said.
They added, "Paulo ... was 
immensely respected by 
both veterans and less ex-
perienced competitors 
who admired and were in-
spired by him."
Gonçalves was competing 
in his 13th Dakar. He was 
runner-up in 2015.
He's the first competitor to 

die on the Dakar Rally, the 
world's toughest rally, since 
Polish motorcyclist Michal 
Hernik in 2015 in Argentina. 
Two non-competitors were 
killed in 2016 in crashes with 
vehicles. 
Benavides was deducted 
the six minutes-plus he 
stopped and declared the 
winner of the stage to Wadi 
Al Dawasir. 
Price, the defending cham-
pion, stopped for more 
than an hour and his time 
was adjusted so he was 
within 29 minutes of overall 
leader Ricky Brabec of the 
United States.
Cars leader Carlos Sainz 
won his third stage and ex-
tended his lead to 10 min-
utes over second-placed 
defending champion Nass-
er Al-Attiyah.
The rally ends on Friday.q

Iran’s only female Olympic 
medalist reportedly defects
DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates (AP) — Iran’s only 
female Olympic medalist 
said she defected from 
the Islamic Republic in 
a blistering online letter 
that describes herself as 
“one of the millions of op-
pressed women in Iran.”
Taekwondo athlete Kimia 
Alizadeh posted the let-
ter on Instagram as Iran’s 
semiofficial ISNA news 
agency said she had fled 
to the Netherlands. She 
criticized wearing the 

mandatory hijab heads-
carf and accused offi-
cials in Iran of sexism and 
mistreatment. “Whatever 
they said, I wore,” Aliza-
deh wrote in the letter 
posted Saturday. “Every 
sentence they ordered, I 
repeated.” She described 
the decision to leave Iran 
as difficult, but necessary.
There was no immediate 
reaction from Iranian au-
thorities. ISNA said Aliza-
deh had been reported 
injured and unable to 

compete. Their report 
suggested Alizadeh may 
try to compete under an-

other nation’s flag at the 
2020 Olympic games in 
Tokyo.q

In this Aug. 18, 2016 file photo, Kimia Alizadeh Zenoorin of 
Iran celebrates after winning the bronze medal in a women's 
Taekwondo 57-kg competition at the 2016 Summer Olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Associated Press
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AP Explains:  Not all cyber threats equally worrisome
By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — West 
Virginia reported unusual 
cyber activity targeting its 
election systems. The Texas 
governor said the state was 
encountering attempted 
"attacks" at the rate of 
"about 10,000 per minute" 
from Iran. Information tech-
nology staff in Las Vegas 
responded to an intrusion, 
though the city says no 
data was stolen. 
All told, state election offi-
cials in at least two dozen 
states saw suspicious cyber 
activity last week, although 
it's unclear who was behind 
the efforts and no major 
problems were reported.
Long before a targeted 
U.S. strike killed a top Ira-
nian general, there were 
already concerns about 
foreign efforts to hack 
American institutions and 
elections. The conflict with 
Iran has only exacerbated 
those fears.
Yet as the recent spate of 
reports makes clear, not all 
suspicious cyber activities 
are equally troublesome, 
the work of a foreign gov-
ernment or a precursor to 
the type of Russian interfer-
ence seen in the 2016 elec-
tion on behalf of President 
Donald Trump.A look at 
what kinds of cyber activi-
ties are worrisome — and 
what are not:
WHAT SORT OF ACTIVITY IS 
THIS?
Generally speaking, what 
the states are reporting 
are efforts to probe their 
networks for vulnerabilities, 
or weaknesses that can 
be exploited for potential 
intrusion. "Think of it in the 
real world as a bank rob-
ber walking by a bank — 
first thing they're going to 
do is case the joint, and the 
same thing happens in the 
digital space," said former 
FBI agent Anthony Ferran-
te, who served as director 
for cyber incident response 
at the White House's Na-
tional Security Council.
The culprits are doing the 
cyber equivalent of wig-
gling a doorknob, said Fer-
rante, the global leader of 
the cybersecurity practice 
at FTI Consulting.
Scanning for network vul-
nerabilities is remarkably 

common. In fact, federal 
officials believe election 
systems in all 50 states were 
probably targeted during 
the 2016 election, though 
the number of known 
breaches — including in 
Illinois and a couple of 
counties in Florida — was 
significantly more modest. 
A Senate intelligence com-
mittee report said it found 
no evidence that votes or 
voting registration systems 
were altered.
IS THE ACTIVITY WORRI-
SOME?
It can be, to the extent 
that it demonstrates that a 
hacker has set his sights on 
exploring — and possibly 
returning to — a particular 
network, and especially if a 
target is part of the coun-
try's critical infrastructure.
Much depends as well 
on the volume and fre-
quency, since repeated, 
unwanted contact with a 
website can overwhelm an 
internet-connected server, 
effectively shutting it down 
in what is known as a dis-
tributed denial of service, 
or DDoS attack.
In general, though, when it 
comes to poking around a 
network, "I would certainly 
put it in a less severe cate-
gory of threat activity than, 
say, an intrusion," said Luke 
McNamara, a principal an-
alyst at FireEye, a cyberse-
curity firm.
It's "certainly not evidence 
that an intrusion has taken 

place or that they've been 
compromised," he added.
___
THE THREAT OF SPEARPHISH-
ING
Experts say many major 
hacks originate not with 
network scans but with 
spearphishing emails — 
messages that appear le-
gitimate but that actually 
launch malicious software 
that, once opened, can 
give an intruder access to 
the network or trick a target 
into unwittingly surrender-
ing a network password.
It was a ploy used by Chi-
nese hackers charged by 
the Justice Department in 
2014 with hacking into the 

networks of major Ameri-
can corporations and 
stealing their trade secrets, 
and with Russian hackers 
who stole emails belonging 
to the Hillary Clinton cam-
paign during the 2016 presi-
dential election.
"That might be evidence of 
a more targeted effort. It 
may be that one of those is 
going to get through, and 
all you need is one," said 
Suzanne Spaulding, former 
under secretary for the Na-
tional Protection and Pro-
grams Directorate at the 
Department of Homeland 
Security.
She said the first big ques-
tion that organizations 

and governments have to 
confront is, "Do you have 
evidence that your sys-
tem was breached? That's 
what you're really worried 
about."
The tactic is also significant-
ly more subtle than pinging 
a network, and thus often a 
preferred technique for so-
phisticated hackers loath 
to raise alarms.
"If your attempt is to try to 
compromise an organiza-
tion, you probably want to 
be a little more surreptitious 
about it," McNamara said.
___
THE THREAT TO PUBLIC CON-
FIDENCE
Practically speaking, there's 
a big difference between 
scanning a network for 
vulnerabilities and actually 
breaking into it and extract-
ing sensitive information. 
But experts say even scans 
may nonetheless benefit 
Russia, or any other country 
looking to undermine faith 
in elections, particularly if 
unschooled officials sound 
unwarranted alarms. The 
American public may not 
appreciate the distinction 
between activities that 
may be fairly routine and 
full-blown cyberattacks.
"I believe that one of Rus-
sia's objects is to undermine 
public confidence in the 
legitimacy of the outcome 
just as a way of weakening 
us," said Spaulding, now a 
senior adviser at the Center 
for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies.q

This Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017, file photo shows a polling place at Southside Elementary in Huntington, 
W.Va. 

Associated Press 

Detroit nonprofit to hold free 
programs on cybersecurity
DETROIT (AP) — A Detroit-
based nonprofit focused 
on technology education 
and workforce develop-
ment training will present 
two free events about cy-
bersecurity.
The drama “Blackhat” will 
be shown Saturday after-
noon at the Wilder library 
branch and Monday at 
the Redford branch as 
part of Uplift Inc.’s Future 
Tech in Movies series, ac-
cording to Ida Byrd-Hill, 
the organization’s presi-
dent. Byrd-Hill will lead a 
discussion on cybersecu-
rity during each showing.

Registration is required.
“Science fiction movies 
have always portrayed fu-
ture emerging technology 
and activities long before 
the technology occurred 
in real life,” Byrd-Hill said. 
“Sometimes, movies have 
portrayed the technology 
30-plus years in advance. 
This is where society is go-
ing and why you need to 
be prepared for it.”
Video gamers also are in-
vited to take part in Uplift’s 
Game Workz series that 
starts Jan. 25 at the Wilder 
library branch. The pro-
gram features opportuni-

ties to learn about tech-
nology, programming and 
cybersecurity games.
Participants must regis-
ter for access to practice 
competition software.
“Cybersecurity special-
ists must understand how 
to engineer the internet 
and computer networks 
to stop cyber hackers and 
attackers,” Byrd-Hill said. 
“Many companies and 
government agencies 
utilize video game perfor-
mance to select employ-
ees.”
Both programs are de-
signed for adults.q
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Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 1/unit 1408 (15k);
Week 2/1113 ($16k);
Weeks 5&6/1315 ($18k/Wk.);
5&6/1521 ($20k/Wk.);
Week 7/1308; 7&8/1408 
($18k/Wk.);
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 
($17k/Wk.);
Weeks 9-15 also available!
CdMowner@gmail.com
u.S. (860)992-3890
________________________________212287

2014 Fed conundrum: 
How to alert markets 
rates were going up
By MARTIN CRUTSINGER and 
CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writers
WASHINGTON (AP) — In her 
first year as Federal Reserve 
chair, Janet Yellen presid-
ed over a policy panel di-
vided over the issue of how 
much longer the central 
bank could afford to keep 
its benchmark interest rate 
at a record low, and how 
to prepare financial mar-
kets for the start of rate 
hikes.
According to transcripts 
of the Fed's discussions re-
leased Friday, Yellen and 
the majority of the panel 
debated the reasons that 
inflation remained stub-
bornly below the Fed's 2% 
target even as unemploy-
ment kept falling.
The transcripts showed Fed 
officials struggling to adopt 
a modest change in word-
ing to their policy state-
ment at the December 
2014 meeting.  They sought 
to alert financial markets 
— without causing alarm — 
that the Fed might start rais-
ing its key policy rate in 2015 
after keeping that rate at a 
record low near zero since 
the depths of financial crisis 
in December 2008.
The committee ended up 
splitting the difference by 
saying that it planned to 
be "patient'' with its start to 
rate hikes. 
But to guard against a mar-

ket overreaction, the panel 
decided to emphasize that 
this change in wording was 
"consistent" with the Fed's 
previous statements that 
said it planned to keep 
rates at their current low 
"for a considerable time."
The committee approved 
this change on a 7-3 vote, a 
highly unusual split for such 
a relatively modest change 
in the policy statement.
One of the dissenters, Rich-
ard Fisher, then president 
of the Fed's Dallas regional 
bank, argued in the meet-
ing that he believed im-
provements in the econ-
omy's performance since 
October had moved for-
ward the timing of when 
the Fed would need to start 
raising interest rates. 
Richard Plosser, then head 
of the Philadelphia Fed 
and another dissenter, ob-
jected to using any word-
ing that linked the first rate 
hike to a passage of time, 
given the improvements 
already being seen in the 
economy.
By contrast, Narayana Ko-
cherlakota, then head of 
the Minneapolis Fed, said 
by signaling possible rate 
hikes, the central bank was 
putting at risk the credibility 
of its stated goal of achiev-
ing 2% inflation.
Fed Vice Chairman Stanley 
Fischer, in an effort to light-
en the mood, quoted from 

Lewis Carroll's "Through 
the Looking Glass," where 
Humpty Dumpty says, 
"When I use a word, it 
means just what I choose 
it to mean — neither more 
nor less."
Yellen, for her part, noted 
that while the panel had 
a "range of views" on how 
to reword the policy state-
ment, she said she appreci-
ated the panel's willingness 
to find common ground so 
the Fed could "communi-
cate our policy intentions 
to the public as clearly as 
possible."
She told the panel that 
in the news conference 
that would follow the an-
nouncement she intended 
to tell reporters, if asked, 
that "patient" meant that 
the central bank would not 
start raising rates until after 

the next two meetings.
The panel ended up adopt-
ing the wording that Yellen 
had backed, a move sup-
ported by Jerome Powell, 
who was then in his third 
year on the central bank 
and would end up suc-
ceeding Yellen as Fed 
chairman in February 2018.
As 2015 unfolded with con-
tinued low inflation, the Fed 
ended up not hiking rates 
until December of that 
year, with the Fed waiting 
another full year before it 
boosted rates by another 
small quarter-point in De-
cember 2016.
The Fed with Yellen at the 
helm followed those moves 
with three rate hikes in 2017. 
The Powell-led Fed raised 
rates another four times 
in 2018 before reversing 
course as the U.S. and 

global economies slowed 
in 2019. The Fed cut rates 
three times in 2019. 
That led President Donald 
Trump, who tapped Powell 
to succeed Yellen, to com-
plain that the central bank 
had raised rates too much 
and hurt the economy and 
the stock market.
The Fed releases a policy 
statement immediately fol-
lowing its eight meetings 
each year and, under a 
process started by Powell, 
also holds a news confer-
ence after every meeting. 
Three weeks after the 
meetings, the Fed releases 
minutes of the closed-door 
meetings which summarize 
the discussions. 
The actual transcript of 
what is said at the meet-
ings is not released until five 
years have passed.q

In this Aug. 14, 2019, file photo former Fed Chair Janet Yellen speaks with FOX Business Network 
guest anchor Jon Hilsenrath in the Fox Washington bureau in Washington.   

Associated Press

Report: U.S., China reach agreement to resume economic talks
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States and China 
have agreed to resume 
semiannual talks on eco-
nomic and trade issues, ac-
cording to a published re-
port. These discussions had 
been conducted in previ-
ous administrations but had 
been halted by the Trump 
administration.
The Wall Street Journal re-
ported Saturday that the 
resumption of the talks, 
which were started in the 
George W. Bush adminis-
tration and continued in 
the Obama administration, 
was set to be announced 
on Wednesday when the 

Trump administration signs 
a Phase One trade agree-
ment with China in Wash-
ington.
The newspaper said that 

the new talks would be 
separate from negotiations 
over a Phase Two trade 
deal, which will cover a 
number of contentious is-

sues involving Chinese 
policies that the Trump ad-
ministration contends are 
unfair trade practices but 
were not resolved in the 
Phase One negotiations.q

In this Sept. 16, 2018, file photo, American flags are displayed 
together with Chinese flags on top of a trishaw in Beijing.

Associated Press
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Mother Goose & Grimm

Baby Blues

Zits

Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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HEALTH

San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

CRUISES

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

January 14
Explorer of the Seas
January 15
Monarch
Mein Schiff 2

Oranjestad: 
Oduber  Tel. 582 1780
San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

Call: 630 1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

facebookpage:resales&realty

Halley Time Travel

Sun Caribbean Realty
Your Real Estate Broker
www.suncaribbeanrealty.com
info@suncarribbeanrealty.com
call/whatsapp (+297)593-8082
_________________________________212280

FOR SALE
Barcelo 
all inclusive studio deluxe unit 
available. Prime week in aruba 
sleeps 2. Cost for ownership 
$12,000. Inclusive food and 
liquor package extra. 
Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 
garyhudak684@comcast.net   
_________________________________212279

FOR SALE
Casa del Mar
Presidental unit available:1317 
week 1, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 
Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 
garyhudak684@comcast.net   
_________________________________212279

FOR SALE
Casa del Mar
Presidental unit available:1511 
week 2, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 
Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 
garyhudak684@comcast.net   
_________________________________212279

For Rent 
Marriott Ocean club 
1 Br ocean View Platinum 
Price : $3 K each
date : 03/22/20 to 03/29/20 (3)
           03/20/20 to 03/27/20 (2)
            02/21/20 to 02/28/20(4)

Marriott Surf Club 
2 Br Platinum ocean Side
date : 03/6/20 to 03/13/20
Price $ 4 K

For Rent 
Divi Links Golf 
2 Br sleep 8 Price : 2 K 
date:01/18/20 to 01/25/20
Studio sleep 4 Price ; $1,5 K
02/15/20 to 02/22/20

Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum 
1 Br ocean View $9  K
1 Br ocean Front $20 K 
2 Br ocean View $17 K 
2 Br ocean Front $26 K 

Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum 
2 Br ocean View $ 15,5 K 
2 Br ocean Side $16,5 K
2 Br ocean Front $ 26 K
3 Br ocean View   $ 28 K 
Platinum Plus $45 K
2 Br WK 7 ocean View 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
1 Br WK 2  $16 K
Building 8 Ground floor
32 weeks remain 
1 Br WK 8 $16 K
building 6 on the 4th floor 
27 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
1 Br PH WK 8/9 $22 K both
14 th floor 32/22 weeks remain 
1 Br WK 11
on the 7 th floor 
33 weeks remain $15 K

Divi Links Golf 
1 Br WK 1/2/3 $30 K 
Birdie 2 on the 3rd floor
25 weeks remain each 
all 3 weeks together $30 K 
divi Links Golf
Studio wk 2 $7,5 K

Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain
1 Br WK 3 $8,5 K
Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 
1 Br WK 8/9 $9,5 K each
Eagle 9 with 27/19 weeks 
remain 

Divi Links Golf
2 Br WK 3 $ 22 K 
Eagle 8 with 25 weeks remain 
Studio WK 6 $7,5 K
Building F 22 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 
Studio WK 1 $7,5 K
building 4 with 28 weeks remain 
Studio Wk 5 , 7 and 8 $ 8 K 
each
Birdie 4 with 28/27/29 weeks 
remain 

Divi Village
1 Br WK 1 $8,5 K
Studio WK 1 $7,5 K
Building d & F 
25 weeks on each 
Studio WK 1 $7,5 K
Ground floor Building C
33 weeks remain 

Paradise Beach Villas 
1 Br WK 1 & 2 $20 K both 
2 sd floor pool/ocean view 
Renaissance Suites 
1 Br WK 10 /11 $8,5 K each
5th floor garden view  
Barcelo all inclusive 
1 Br WK 8 $15 K

Eagle Resorts 
1 Br WK 5,6,7,8 $7,5 K each
Ground floor Saturday check in 
1 Br WK 7 $7,5 K
1 Br WK 8 $7,5 K

Caribbean Palm Village 
1 Br WK 2 $6 K 
1 Br/2 Br WK 3 $7 K 
1 Br WK 3/4 $6 K each
2 Br WK 5/6 $7 K each

House in Ponton 
10 min from town and beach
4 Br 3 Bath Pool $370 K
Tierra Del Sol 
3 Br 2 Bath $520 K
Le Vent
3 Br , 2 Bath $650 K

La Cabana Beach and Casino
1 Br sleep 4 Price :$ 2 K
01/18/20 to 01/25/20



water bubbling up from 
underground, so they can 
provide clues about what’s 
beneath the surface with-
out expensive drilling, said 
Richard Socki. He studied 
mirabilite mounds in the 
Antarctic when he was a 
NASA geochemist in the 
mid-2000s.
“The mounds are bring-
ing things up from below, 
that’s the beauty of those 
mounds,” he said.
But researchers don’t have 
long to study the Great Salt 
Lake formations: As winter 
turns to spring, warming 
temperatures mean the 
salt won’t continue to pre-
cipitate out of the water 
and the mounds will disin-

tegrate into a fine dust.
“That powder will eventu-
ally get blown away or dis-
solve into the lake,” said 
Elliot Jagniecki, a geologist 
with the Utah Geological 
Survey. Park rangers will be 
conducting guided tours 
to the mounds in Utah this 
weekend.
The mounds are expected 
to be gone by February, 
and eventually melting 
snow will send runoff into 
the lake, raising lake levels 
and likely swallowing up 
the sites.
That’s part of normal fluctu-
ations with the seasons and 
drought cycles, but overall 
the lake isn’t covering as 
much ground as it once 

did, said Kevin Perry, pro-
fessor of University of Utah 
who has studied stretches 
of dry lake bed. Much of 
that is due to water being 
diverted away from rivers 
that feed the lake for agri-
culture and other uses be-
fore it reaches the lake, he 
said.
Other water bodies in the 
West have faced similar 
pressures, including Califor-
nia’s Owens Lake. It dried 
up as water was diverted 
to Los Angeles over the 
last century, leaving wind-
blown dust that polluted 
the air before a recent 
anti-dust project brought 
some water back.
While the Great Salt Lake 
is now recovering from a 
drought cycle, the long-
term trend has been a slow 
loss of about a ½ foot (15 
centimeters) per decade, 
Perry said.
There can be a perception 
that water flowing to the 
Great Salt Lake is wasted 
because it’s too salty to 
support much life beyond 
brine shrimp, but Perry said 
that’s wrong. Brine shrimp 
are a $1.3 billion industry 
in Utah, and the wetlands 
around the lake are a wel-
come haven for migrating 
birds.
“People have this view-
point that every drop of 
water that makes it into 
the lake is unusable,” he 
said. “They are missing the 
point that the lake and its 
ecosystem has needs, and 
those needs are not being 
met.”q
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Rare salt formations appear along the Great Salt Lake
By LINDSAY WHITEHURST
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Rare 
salt formations have been 
documented for the first 
time on the shores of the 
Great Salt Lake, and they 
could yield insights about 
salt structures found on 
Mars before they disap-
pear for good.
They’re showing up now in 
part because water levels 
at the largest natural lake 
west of the Mississippi have 
been lowered by drought 
and water diversion, ex-
posing more shoreline. It’s 
a story that’s playing out 
throughout the American 
West as a growing popula-
tion puts more demand on 
scarce water resources.
Along the high-salinity wa-
ters Great Salt Lake, the 
expanded shoreline means 
there are more places 
where water can bubble 
up to the surface from 
warm, sulfate-rich springs. 
When it hits the cold air, a 
mineral called Glauber’s 
salt, or mirabilite, separates 
out. “It has to be exposed 
to just the right conditions,” 
said park ranger Allison 
Thompson, who first saw 
them in October.
The tiny crystals have built 
up over the last several 
months, eventually creat-
ing flat terraces stacked 
atop one another like the 
travertine rimstone and 
dam terraces at Yellow-
stone’s Mammoth Hot 
Springs.
From far away, the mounds 
can blend into the snowy 
landscape along the flat 
blue of the lake edged by 
distant mountains. From 
above, though, the cas-
cading terraces are like an 
enormous piece of lace 
laid over the sandy earth. 
An up-close look reveals 
long, spire-like crystals clus-
tered jaggedly together 
like something out of sci-
ence fiction. There are now 

four mounds at the Great 
Salt Lake beach, growing 
up to 3 feet (1 meter) tall 
and several yards wide.
Mirabilite mounds are seen 
more often in places such 
as the Antarctic, bolstered 
by the constantly cold tem-
peratures. There are also 
indications of similar struc-
tures on Mars, so study of 
the mounds in Utah could 
offer clues on how to ex-
amine salts found there.
Salt deposits on Mars could 
hold clues about whether 
groundwater or even life 
was ever supported on the 
red planet, said Robert Zu-
brin, president of the Mars 
Society, a nonprofit group 
that runs a station simulat-
ing the planet in the Utah 
desert that isn’t involved 
with studying the Great Salt 
Lake mounds.
“What would that look like? 
What would be the right 
detection instrument or 
technique?” he said.
Mirabilite mounds are es-
pecially interesting be-
cause they’re created by 

In this undated photo provided by the Utah Division of Parks and Recreation, are rare salt formations 
that are being are being documented for the first time along the shores of the Great Salt Lake in 
Utah. 

Associated Press

Titanic wave of star-forming 
gases found in Milky Way
By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — Astronomers have 
discovered a titanic wave 
of star-forming gases 
practically right under our 
noses in the Milky Way. 
Harvard University scien-
tists reported Tuesday that 
this massive structure has 
been hiding out in the 
Milky Way galaxy's spiral 
arm closest to Earth. 
The researchers were 
building a 3-D map of 
our galaxy's interstellar 

matter, using a star cen-
sus gathered by Europe's 
Gaia spacecraft when 
they spotted the wave-
shaped structure.  It's an 
astounding 50 quadrillion 
miles (85 quadrillion kilo-
meters) long and it's home 
to tens of thousands of 
baby stars, with the po-
tential for countless more 
stellar births, according to 
the paper published in the 
journal Nature.  All these 
stellar nurseries, or star-
forming blobs of gas, are 
interconnected, accord-

ing to Harvard's Catherine 
Zucker. Together, they 
form this wavy, gassy fila-
ment, why this shape is still 
a puzzle.  The sun is just 500 
light years away from the 
wave at its closest point, 
according to lead author 
Joao Alves.  The team was 
shocked by the discovery. 
No one expected "we live 
next to a giant, wave-like 
collection of gas — or that 
it forms the local arm of 
the Milky Way," Harvard's 
Alyssa Goodman said in a 
statement. q
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Riding Globes, '1917' ends 'Star Wars' box-office reign
By ANDREW DALTON 
AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — It took 
the Great War to finally 
take down "Star Wars." 
Director Sam Mendes' 
World War I story "1917" 
brought in $36.5 million in 
its first weekend of wide 
release, easily topping the 
box office and ending the 
three-week reign of "Star 
Wars: The Rise of Skywalk-
er," which brought in $15 
million, according to studio 
estimates Sunday. 
Universal's expansion strat-
egy worked beautifully 
for "1917," as the film went 
from just 11 screens in its first 
two weeks to more than 
3,400 on the weekend af-
ter it won Golden Globes 
for best director and best 
drama film, and just be-
fore Monday's Academy 
Award nominations, where 
it's likely to get nods in sev-
eral categories. 
"This is the blueprint for how 
to perfectly execute the 
platform release for a po-
tential Oscar nominee and 

Oscar winner," said Paul 
Dergarabedian, senior me-
dia analyst for Comscore. 
While the epic wartime 
feel of "1917," which was 
shot and edited to appear 
as though it was done in 
a single take, makes it a 
natural for major awards, 
its triumphs at the Golden 
Globes were a surprise over 
other dramas including 
"The Irishman" and "Mar-
riage Story." 
"I hope this means that 
people will turn up and 
see this on the big screen, 
the way it was intended," 
Mendes said at the Globes 
ceremony. Those hopes 
weren't unfounded. 
A good weekend was ex-
pected for the film, but it 
shot past those expecta-
tions. 
"It's the not like the kids were 
clamoring for a World War I 
trench drama," Dergarabe-
dian said. "A film like this 
could have easily slipped 
off the radar." 
With its previous two-
week take, "1917" has now 

earned $39.2 million in the 
U.S. and Canada and over 
$60 million globally. That's 
of course dwarfed by Dis-
ney's total domestic take 
of $478.2 million for "Star 
Wars: The Rise of Skywalk-
er," which is on the verge of 
reaching $1 billion globally 
after four weeks. 
 "Jumanji: The Next Level" 
was in third place in its fifth 
week of release for Sony 
with earnings of $14 million, 
and has totaled more than 
$257 million domestically. 
Sony has a smaller sort of 
hit in "Little Women," which 
could also make a mark 
at Monday's Oscar nomi-
nations and continues its 
strong run for a film of its 
kind, bringing in another 
$7.65 million to put it in the 
sixth spot with a total of $74 
million after three weeks. 
The usual January box-of-
fice blahs were in effect for 
the week's new releases. 
"Like a Boss," Paramount's 
comedy starring Tiffany 
Haddish and Rose Byrne, 
finished in a fourth-place 

tie at $10 million with "Just 
Mercy." 
"Underwater," 20th Century 
Fox's deep-sea adventure 
starring Kristen Stewart, 
brought in a tepid $7 million 
and finished below "Little 
Women." 
"For newcomers, this is usu-
ally not a bountiful time for 
the box office," Dergarabe-
dian said. "It's usually about 
the holdovers and awards-

season contenders." 
The tied-for-fourth $10 mil-
lion finish was better news 
for Warner Bros.' smaller-
budgeted "Just Mercy," 
which stars Michael B. Jor-
dan in the true story of 
an attorney appealing a 
murder conviction, and 
like "1917" was expanded 
from just a few screens to 
a few thousand in its third 
weekend.q

This image released by Universal Pictures shows George 
MacKay, center, in a scene from "1917," directed by Sam 
Mendes. 

Associated Press
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This photo taken Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020 shows the book "Le 
Consentement" (Consent) by Vanessa Springora and displayed 
in a Boulogne Billancourt bookstore, outside Paris. 

Associated Press

France's #MeToo: Book on 
child-sex writer prompts outcry
By JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — He was a 
middle-aged French au-
thor becoming known, 
even celebrated, for writ-
ing about sex with children. 
She was a fragile 14-year-
old, too young to fore-
see the damage she says 
was done to her life by his 
predatory grip on her body 
and mind. Now a grown 
woman, Vanessa Sprin-
gora is causing a literary, 
legal and cultural storm in 
France with her explosive 
tell-all book that alleges, 
in cutting detail, an under-
age and destructive sexual 
relationship with French 
writer Gabriel Matzneff, 
now in his eighties. 
The publication this month 
and quick commercial 
success of "Consent" is 
also being hailed by child-
protection activists as a 
possible watershed mo-
ment for France. The book 
has ignited renewed de-
bates about the country's 
permissive attitudes to-
ward sex with minors and 
soul-searching about why 
Matzneff was long cele-
brated in Paris. 
"This is a very important 
book. It's France's #MeToo 
moment," says Homayra 
Sellier, an advocate for 
child victims of sexual vio-
lence with the group Inno-
cence in Danger. 
Matzneff is rapidly becom-
ing a pariah in the wake 
of the book's publication 
and is now the target of a 
new rape probe by Paris 
prosecutors. Yet for years, 
Matzneff was a frequent 
guest on French TV and 
radio. He was awarded a 
prestigious literary prize as 
recently as 2013 and hon-
ored by the French govern-
ment with medals and an 
annual allowance.
But for the teenage Sprin-
gora, Matzneff was the 
50-year-old for whom she 
developed a schoolgirl 
crush after her mother, 
who worked in publish-
ing, dragged her to a din-
ner party. There, she met 
and was bowled over by 
the writer who seemed to 
have eyes only for her. She 
alleges he then set about 

grooming her until he was 
habitually waiting at her 
school gates so he could 
take her away for sex in his 
flat or a hotel. 
Matzneff has defended 
himself in an essay, which 
the L'Express magazine 
published in full. He wrote 
that he will not read Sprin-
gora's book, describing it 
as "a dagger to the heart" 
that is "intended to harm 
me, to destroy me" and 
which "tries to make me out 
as a pervert, a manipula-
tor, a predator, a bastard." 
He described his relation-
ship with Springora when 
she was "my young lover" 
as one of the "passionate 
loves" of his life. 
Springora says it was 
Matzneff's own writings that 
helped break his hold on 
her. 
While he was away on a 
trip, she read his fetid de-
scriptions of having sex with 
other children, works he 
had told her not to look at. 
They punctured her illusions 
that their relationship was a 
special romance. 
"His books were populated 
by other 15-year-old Lo-
litas," Springora writes, re-
calling how the blinders fell 
from her eyes. "This man 
was no good. He was, in 
fact, what we are taught 
to fear from childhood: an 
ogre." 
Many other prominent 
French figures — belatedly 
— now say likewise. 
Jacques Toubon told the 
Quotidien talk show that 
he regrets his decision as 
culture minister in 1995 to 
decorate the writer with 
France's Arts and Letters 
medal. The current culture 
minister, Franck Riester, 
now says Matzneff should 
no longer receive the an-
nual state allowance for 
which he is eligible as a 
renowned author, calling 
him "the eulogist of pedo-
criminality." 
While Springora's book is fly-
ing off the shelves, already 
in its seventh printing after 
a week on sale, publish-
ers who for years backed 
Matzneff are running in the 
other direction. They are 
withdrawing his writings, in-
cluding "The under 16s," a 

shock essay first published 
in 1974. For some, those 
changes included permis-
sive attitudes to sex, even 
with minors.
France's trail-blazing 20th-
century thinkers Jean-Paul 
Sartre and Simone de 
Beauvoir, future Foreign 
Minister Bernard Kouch-
ner and dozens of others 
joined Matzneff in signing a 
1977 petition, published in 
the Le Monde newspaper, 
that defended three men 
detained for three years 
ahead of their trial for sexu-
al activity with minors. 
"Three years of prison for 
caresses and kisses, that's 
enough," said the peti-
tion, which Matzneff later 
claimed he wrote. 
Child-protection activists 
want to believe that the re-
vulsion sparked by Springo-
ra's book shows that French 
attitudes are changing. 
They're also gratified by 
the refocused attention on 
Matzneff, a writer who had 
been allowed to slowly 
slide into relative obscu-
rity, becoming unknown 
to many younger readers 
and seemingly freed of the 
risk of the legal and finan-
cial entanglements he now 
faces.
"It was very hard to watch 
him being praised to the 
skies by everyone," says 
Sellier, who wrote to then-
President Francois Hollande 
in protest after Matzneff 
won the prestigious Ren-
audot literary prize, in its 
essay category, with few 
complaints in 2013. "It was 
shocking. It is shocking. Ev-
eryone looked the other 
way for 30-40 years." 
Springora says that award 
was "unbearable" for her 
and was one of the triggers 
that prompted her to write 
about her experiences and 
the adults she blames for 
not protecting her as a vul-
nerable adolescent. They 
include her mother, who 
knew of the relationship, 
her absentee father, the 
French police, and others. 
Now working as a literary 
editor, the 47-year-old says 
she also struggles to under-
stand why Matzneff's pub-
lishers marketed his most 
nauseating writings. q
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Bye, Ricky Gervais: Poehler, Fey 
to host 2021 Golden Globes
By LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 
Tina Fey and Amy Poehler 
will share host duties for the 
Golden Globes ceremo-
ny in 2021. Poehler herself 
shared the announcement 
at a TV critics meeting Sat-
urday, just a week after the 
ceremony aired with Ricky 
Gervais as host. "There are 
no two funnier people any-
where," said Poehler, who 
introduced herself with the 
name of an NBC publicist 
who was to have opened 
the network's daylong pre-
sentation about its pro-
gramming.
A tongue-in-cheek Poehler 
said the network was glad 
the pair found time in their 
busy schedules to take 
on the Globes. They have 
hosted three times before.
At last Sunday's ceremony, 
Gervais' snarky jokes in his 
fifth turn as host received 
mixed reviews and reac-
tions from the celebrity au-
dience. Poehler and Fey 
earned a warmer recep-
tion for their comedic ap-
proach. Gervais repeated-
ly said during the ceremo-

ny that it was the last time 
he intended to emcee. A 
total of 18.3 million view-
ers tuned in, a small drop 
over the 18.6 million who 
watched the 2019 ceremo-
ny co-hosed by Sandra Oh 
and Andy Samberg.
"There's no denying that 
Tina and Amy's comedic 
chemistry is infectious," said 
Lorenzo Soria, president of 
the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association, which bestows 
the TV and movie awards. 
"We can't wait to see the 
dynamic duo return to the 

Golden Globes stage."
Poehler joked that she 
couldn't wait to present the 
best film award to the vid-
eo, "Puppy Dog Bouncing 
in the Box Like This."
NBC is keeping her busy: 
The network announced 
Saturday it's renewed the 
craft show "Making It," host-
ed and produced by Poe-
hler and Nick Offerman, 
former "Parks and Recre-
ation" castmates.
The date for next year's 
Golden Globes will be an-
nounced later, NBC said.q

In this Jan. 11, 2015 file photo, Tina Fey, left, and Amy Poehler 
arrive for the 72nd annual Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills, 
Calif. 
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NBC: Change will come to ‘America’s Got Talent’ if needed
By LYNN ELBER
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 
An investigation of Gabri-
elle Union’s complaints of 
racism and other troubling 
behavior on the set of 
“America’s Got Talent” is 
being taken very seriously 
by NBC, the network’s en-
tertainment chief said Sat-
urday.
Paul Telegdy said the com-
pany will respond appropri-
ately when it receives the 
findings of its inquiry, which 
he said may be completed 
by the end of January.
“I’m very confident if we 
learn something ... we will 
put new practices in place 
if necessary. We certainly 
take anyone’s critique of 

what it means to come to 
work here incredibly seri-
ously,” the NBC Entertain-
ment chairman told a TV 
critics meeting during a 
Q&A session.
“We want to always go 
after the truth. That’s our 
culture here, you can ask 
anyone who works here,” 
he said.
Union, known for her roles 
in the films “Bring It On” and 
“Bad Boys II,” was a judge 
on the talent showcase 
for a season, until she and 
fellow freshman judge Juli-
anne Hough weren’t asked 
to return.
The trade publication Va-
riety reported that Union, 
who is black, believed she 

was fired because she had 
asked NBC and the show’s 
producers to respond to an 
environment that tolerated 
racist jokes and remarks. 
That included what Union 
said were multiple notes 
from producers saying she 
was wearing her hair “too 
black” for the “America’s 
Got Talent” audience.
Union had also complained 
of other behavior, such 
as judge-producer Simon 
Cowell’s smoking on the 
indoor set, Variety reported 
in November.
NBC has spoken with Union 
as part of its formal investi-
gation that began in early 
December.
Without directly referring to 
NBC or the two companies 
that produce the show, 
Fremantle and Syco, Union 
has tweeted about her 
situation several times, ac-
knowledging the support 
she’s gotten and retweet-
ing instructions on how to 

give a proper apology.
Union’s husband, former 
NBA player Dwyane Wade, 
and other prominent peo-
ple have called for answers 
on why she was fired.
In a statement last Novem-
ber, NBC and Fremantle 
defended what they called 

the show’s “long history of 
inclusivity and diversity.”
The Screen Actors Guild-
American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists, 
of which Union is a member, 
also said that it was working 
with the actress to investi-
gate her complaints.q

In this July 10, 2019, file photo, Gabrielle Union arrives at the ESPY 
Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles.
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PBS to mark its 50th 
anniversary with 
‘American Portrait’

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 
PBS will mark its 50th year 
with an exploration of 
what it means to be an 
American in a rancorous 
period.
“At a time when our 
country feels perhaps 
the fabric is becoming a 
bit frayed, we felt it was 
important for us to step 
back and really look at 
who we are,” PBS chief 
executive Paula Kerger 
told a TV critics meeting 
Friday.
Her perception in travel-
ing throughout the coun-
try, she said, “is what 
binds us together is so 

much more apparent 
than what separates us.”
“PBS American Portrait,” is 
the network’s most ambi-
tious multi-platform proj-
ect yet and aims to foster 
a nationwide discussion 
about America and its 
people, said program-
ming chief Perry Simon. It 
will encompass a variety 
of working parts, starting 
with video, photo and 
other content from the 
public and including a 
web miniseries, local and 
national art exhibits and 
a documentary series air-
ing in January 2021.
Participants are being 
asked to share their sto-
ries, filling in the blanks 
for such “conversation 
starters” as “I was raised 
to believe” and “What 
keeps me up at night,” 
PBS said in announcing 
the project.
Americans can submit 
content on PBS’ website, 
with community and lo-
cal leaders called on to 
encourage people in 
their circle to share their 
stories.
The digital miniseries will 
launch in spring 2020, 
available to PBS Digi-
tal Studios’ subscribers 
on platforms including 
YouTube and Facebook 
Watch.q

Paula Kerger, President and 
CEO at PBS speaks at the 
executive session during 
the PBS Winter 2020 TCA 
Press Tour at The Langham 
Huntington, Pasadena on 
Friday, Jan. 10, 2020, in 
Pasadena, Calif.
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